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SOLD BY REPUTABLE DEALERS EVERYWHERE 


SUDBURY BRASS GOODS CO. 


55 Sudbury Street Boston I4, Mass. 


PAN. is a set of bells upon 
which musical selections are played. 
Not mysterious metals that transmit synthetic 
music through loud speaker horns, but bells 
you can see as well as hear. 

Not a secret mechanism sealed in a cryptic 
black box, or small chimes hidden in the 
basement, but real bells placed in the tower, 
where they fulfill both the promise and the 
purpose of a belfry. 

Not an amplification system that must be 
explained with apologies, but genuine bells 
to which you can point with pride as the 
living voice of a living church. 

The bells of a Deagan are true bells, made 
of the finest bell metals, fashioned in tubular 
form to permit a degree of operating efficiency 
and tuning precision not even approached 
by other forms of bells. 

Theirs is the full, rich, honest beauty of 
genuine bells pouring forth a golden stream 


Bieec.-DEAGAN, INC. 


- 141 Deagan Bldg., 1770 Berteau Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 


of melody without amplification, 
distortion, loud speaker horns, or 
artificial build-up of any kind. 

Automatically or manually 
played—and harmonically tuned 
—they send forth a daily program 
of bell music that reaches heights 
of tonal loveliness never before 
attained, 

That’s why Deagan Carillons 
are the most widely used carillons 
in the world. May we tell you 
about them? 
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Christmas , 


fies there not be sometht 
suggestive in the fact th 

Christmas is celebrated on th 
twenty-fifth of December? 


It is the first day in the year w 
days begin to lengthen. For three 
four days before Christmas they ar 
nearly at a standstill. But Christ 
Day is a trifle longer than the 
preceding it. From that time for 
ward, for months, the days will grot 
longer and the nights shorter. 


The first Christmas Morning s 
to the world’s night, “Henceforth yo 
must decrease while the day shal 


" increase.” 


; 
From that time to this, Christianit, 
has been taking, little by little, fr 
the World’s night and adding it t 
the World’s day, and this is to con 
tinue until darkness is swallowed wp 
in the universal shining of the 
glorious Sun of Righteousness. : 
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Instead of commonplace Christmas cards, why not express your 
Christmas Greetings this year with copies of The Upper Room? The 
cost is no more, but the personal and continuing usefulness make 
this form of Christmas remembrance much more than a mere 
greeting. Special cards to use with your gift copies of The Upper 
Room are furnished free on request. Special Christmas envelopes 
for remailing The Upper Room are also available. 


A yearly subscription to The Upper Room makes an ideal Christmas 
gift. The cost is only 30 cents for one year, four years for $1.00. 
Special gift announcement cards will be mailed upon request. 


For the Christmas remembrance that carries over into the New Year, 
give The Upper Room! 


Order Now! The January-February-March issue is ready for distribu- 
tion. Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per copy, postpaid. 
Special Christmas envelopes, 1 cent each—minimum order ten cents. 
Individual subscriptions in U. $., Canada, Latin America, 30 cents per 
year; four years $1.00. Other countries 40 cents; four years $1.35. 
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DOE PaOR BOA VOR aOR GO aOR BOM A PRP of 


INSPIRING 


Pastors across the na- 

tion are finding that 

Candlelight Services 

bring back long-absent 

members and increase 
church attendance. The gleam of soft 
glowing candlelight appeals to the en- 
tire congregation. Each individual, 
young and old alike, takes an active 
part in this religious exercise, symbolic 
of the common bond of the church. 


For special occasions or even simple 
religious services, candlelight cere- 
monies are ideal. Emkay Candlelight 
Service Sets assist and simplify the 
conduct of your services. The sets, 
available in three sizes, are complete 
with candles and holders for pastor, 
ushers and congregation. 


Write for price list and free folder 
describing Candlelight Services, 


Address Dept. E. 


Emkay Candles 


Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


A Division of 
Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc, 
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CARILLOMC BELLS 


Make the Loveliest Memorial of fill... 


As a memorial for those who gave their lives in 
service, inscribe their names, not in perishable sub- 


“stances, but in the skyward tones of music —in 


Carillonic Bells, whose glorious song will rise day 
after day in praise and homage. 


This is the tribute that none will have to seek out, 
that will not yield its lustre to time. The tribute of 
Carillonic Bells, will send its message, pouring out 
in melody the wordless certainties of faith. And, 
listening, hearts will know, remember, reverence, 
those in whose honor the golden music sounds. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells, surpassing all chimes 
or bells, are eminently suitable for such a memorial. 
A quarter-century of electronic science has enabled 
Schulmerich to develop tones of luminous beauty, 
clearly audible, even at a distance, and responsive 
to the most exacting degrees of modulation. They 
are simple to install, require no additional struc- 
ture, and are moderate in cost. 


If you, too, would like to create a memorial in 
music for those whom you have loved and lost, we 
shall be glad to send you a descriptive booklet 
giving complete details. Schulmerich products are 
sold only through direct factory representatives. 
For complete information, address dept. E-14. 


ELECTRONICS, inc: 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS « ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS-SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH HEARING AIDS 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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[ Heard 

A Star 
Singing 
CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


“1 TARS sing. Their harmonies of joy are 
audible to hearts if not to ears. - 

I lay flat on the stony earth of a Judean 
illside and waited for night. Winter after- 
oons in Palestine are short. The sinking sun 
ad grown larger and nearer and more ruddy 
s it lightly caressed the rolling hills on the 
yest and then slipped silently, quickly to hide 
eyond them. Grey-gowned shepherds were 
ounding up individualistic rams and weary 
ambs into the security of the fold for the 
ight. A string of cushion-footed camels on 
he north-south highway, were swaying in awk- 
vard silhouettes against a speedily blurring 
orizon. The sun is gone; the brilliant after- 
low of crimson, gold and purple fades. 

Night begins. Stars station themselves upon 
heir appointed porches in the sky. The eve- 
‘ing star, with clear beams of light, is the 
ima donna closest to the front of the stage. 
he is a fitting substitute for that Star of 
Sethlehem that once guided wise men to the 
ounded hill in yonder village, where they 
pread gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
efore the manger-cradle in which the Christ- 
hild lay. 

I watch this star from that rough field where 
umble shepherds once heard angels sing; 
there David herded the flocks of Jesus and 
eceived inspiration to sing, “The Lord is my 
hepherd; I shall not want,’ and where Ruth, 
eautiful widow from Moab, once gleaned in 
he fields of Boaz to rediscover life and love, 
nd to achieve divine favor and immortality. 

The evening shadows and the wispy winds 
york strange spells on these history-encrusted 
ills. The skies bow nearer—much nearer. 
the evening star glows; its gleams brighten; 
nd I hear singing—sweet, rolling, rushing 
nelody far away, far up yonder; singing that 
sads and lifts as it weaves a spell over body 


nd mind. 


lreenville, 8. C. 
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“Can it be,” I mused half-aloud to myself, 
“can it be that I hear a star singing, or am I 
asleep on these cold stones?” 

“Stars are singing tonight,” a voice close by 
me replied, “and you hear, maybe.” 

A tall straight figure stood not more than 
a dozen paces from me. He was dressed like 
the shepherds who were so recently obscured 
by curtains of darkness—I could see a face— 
gentle but stern, ageless with wisdom but vital 
with love; eyes shining so brightly from under 
heavy brows that they vied with the light beams 
from the evening star. 

A gesture of an upraised arm, and the figure 
commanded: “Listen, the star sings. Perhaps 
you hear words.” 

I listened. The music grew distinct. It was 
the song of the centuries. Jesus was ready to 
step from heaven to earth. The world was 
weary. Fog-filled clouds hung heavily over 
human hearts. Ancient gods had been thrown 
out of their temples as weak, vicious, untrue. 
Humanity walked haltingly; gazed upward 
hungrily. Militaristic might gripped peoples 
with the ever-tightening arms of a huge octo- 
pus. Then came angels with the heavenly 
song. I heard it anew: “Unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, Christ the 
Lord . . . Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” I saw 
wise men turn from the tomb of Rachel to the 
gate of Bethlehem; the olden glory and the 
ageless wisdom of Egypt bow before a tiny 
squirming babe lying in a crude wooden man- 
ger; treasure boxes of the magic lands of the 
east opened before the virgin’s child; the viva- 
cious visions of the men of Athens climaxed 
in the Child whose birth united men with God. 

I saw shepherds return to puzzled flocks, 
and grandeur remain with these simple folks, 
as the music of angels echoed in their hearts. 
The star sang: “Glory : . . Peace . . . Good- 
will.” 
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As I bowed in assent, a cold, damp, dark 
cloud across the sky blotted out every star. 
Then through it the Star of the evening again 
shone down upon the earth. Around me 
marched multitudes of soldiers. Crosses were 
torn from churches. Crescents shaped like 
bloody scimitars surmounted pencilled spires 
from whose recesses strange voices cried: 
“Come to prayers.” Blood flowed in red 
rivers. War met war. Hushed were songs of 
peace; silenced were thoughts of goodwill. The 
followers of Jesus hid in dark caves and fled 
to high hills. I wept to see the gains of six 
centuries quickly vanish, as hordes overran the 
lands where Christianity was born. 

But the figure beside me stood erect, bold, 
undisturbed. To Him I said, ‘Watchman, 
what of the night? Has darkness come to 
stay?” He answered: “The morning cometh! 
Listen: do you hear anything ?”’ 

Yes, beyond the steady tramps of marching 
feet, I heard the glad song: ‘Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, good will to men.” 

As I lay there beside this tall figure, cloud 
after cloud passed over the skies, and each time 
the star disappeared for a period. I saw men 
clothed in the armor of the Crusades, grip each 
other in mortal combat; shouts for Saladin and 
Richard Coeur de Lion rise above the songs of 
God; and I saw cities devastated, graveyards 
grow, and little children cry for bread. I saw 
green-clad warriors of a Kaiser goose-step 
across a continent, and vanish. I saw a Swas- 
tika unfurl above a Cross, and I saw battles on 
land, on sea, above the land, and beneath the 
sea. I saw a world blacked out; the city of 
light became dark; the pattern of life on every 
distant isle was changed; and simple savages 
hid while two cultures fought in their forests. 
The blacked-out world was set afire; and men 
grasped earth’s primal power to snuff out man 
and the finest things man can build. I saw 
a weary world turn from the hatreds of war 
to the subtler hatreds of peace; and men slay 
each other with lies and. starvation and sus- 
Picion instead of the quicker and cleaner ways 
of bomb and sword. I saw naked babies while 
fur coats were sold for fancy dogs. I saw the 
name of Jesus used to set up group against 
group, sect against sect, man against man. I 
saw Jesus on the summit of new Olivets all 
over the continents, holding out loving arms, 
and weeping as in ancient days, ‘'O Jerusalem, 
O Moscow, O Berlin, O London, O New York, 
thou that stoneth the prophets, and killeth those 
that are sent unto Thee, how oft would I have 
gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye 
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would not. Ye would not. Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate, desolate.” 

I saw ruined churches with black robed fig- 
ures bowed in prayer before broken’ altars coy- 
ered with ice; I saw churches crowded with 
wealthy folks with Mammon and Gold rather 
than Men and God. I saw men reeling along 
the streets celebrating peace like beasts, I saw 
people presume on the goodness of God and 
on the sympathy of men, and grab and stuff 
and cheat and lie. The music from the star 
was wholly hushed. The clouds grew denser, 
and the earth darkened. 

But no dismay knew the figure beside me. 
Faith, hope and courage shone from that face 
even in the blackness of night. “Tell me,” I 
said, “what of the future?’ “Is it for this 
that the line of Christian martyrs stretches from 
St. Stephen’s gate to lonely, cross-crowned 
graves in South Pacific atolls? Is it for this 
that men have suffered ship-wreck in the deep, 
from perils from heathen and from their own 
countrymen? Is it for this that a Baby came 
to earth from heaven?” 

Before he could answer, I had another ques- 
tion which, seemed more vital: “And tell me, 
sit, who are you that stands above me tonight?” 

The figure said slowly: “You may call me 
Amos.” 

I answered: “Amos? 
Amos of Tekoa?” 

The figure replied: “The town of Tekoa is 
but a Sabbath day's journey from where you 
lie; and I know it quite well.” 

I said to Amos: “You must be cast down 
deeply, and often. You have seen humanity 
fail so much.” 

He answered: “Never. Men fail, but God 
never fails. He lives; and His love abides.” 

“But how can you say that when there is 
much turmoil, strife, littleness and brutality 
even among those who shout the loudest for 
the Saviour? How can you hold faith in the 
future when the present is dark?” 

Amos waited many minutes. So long was 
his silence that I was afraid he might not speak. 
But his words came slow, strong and earnest: 

“Judgment will run down as waters and 
righteousness as a mighty stream. The plans 
of Almighty God will not be defeated; and 
evil shall be brought to naught; and goodness 
shall triumph. God will sift his people among 
all nations; like the corn is sifted in a sieve, 
yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. 
The stars shall never cease from their song. 
The message of Bethlehem shall grow mightier 
with the passing of years.” 

“But,” I broke in, “what shall we do to 
keep these dark clouds from passing over the 


Amos? Are you 
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ky; to keep the stars shining; and their light 
hining; and the melody of heaven heard?” 
; Amos said: ‘There is much you can do, but 
othing new. Cease to do evil; learn to do 
ood. Carry Christ into every part of the 
orld, into every part of the nation, and into 
very part of each life, beginning with your 
own. 

“Only as men and women come to God, and 
place their loyalty to the Lord above every 
other matter in their heart can the Kingdom 
of Christ grow. He who loves business or 
pleasure or fame or anything else or anybody 
Ise more than he loves Christ is not worthy of 
Christ.” 

“Only the spirit of Christ is adequate for 
he problems of a weary, maddened race whose 


achievements in destruction make them bigoted 
and proud beyond measure. But be sure that 
all the purposes of evil men will in the end 
be defeated by an all-powerful God whose 
truth and love go marching on. Even now 
there comes a break in the clouds; and the 
stars shine; and the music sounds in our ears 
and hearts: “Glory to God in the highest; on 
earth peace, good will toward men!” 

I may have been dreaming; but as I rose the 
evening star twinkled in a friendly way; the 
voice of Amos kept sounding: “Cease to do 
evil; learn to do good. Let justice run down 
like a river, and righteousness as a mighty 
ocean.’ Then the earth will hold Christmas 
through the whole year; and the earth will be 
one, for it shall belong to Christ.” 


vik 


PoE SPIRITUAL BASIS 
OE DEMOCRACY 


PROFESSOR DAVID E. ADAMS 


i SPIRITUAL basis of democracy rests 
upon a certain application of the prin- 
ciple of freedom, for an understanding of 
which it is necessary to go far back in history. 

The outward form of democracy has unques- 
ionable relations with democracy in ancient 
Sreece. But for the principle involved, we 
nust look to the experience of the man who 
ought Christianity out of Palestine, in the 
irst century A.D., and so interpreted it to the 
3reek world of the Mediterranean, that from 
t there could develop in the fullness of time, 
concept of freedom basic to the western 
lemocracy which we treasure as a priceless 
eritage today. 

In the very beginning the members of the 
*hristian Church in Jerusalem were loyal 
ews who continued to live according to the 
raditional laws of Moses and the scribal inter- 
retations of those laws. The only thing at 
rst which distinguished them clearly from 
heir fellows was the belief that the crucified 
arpenter of Nazareth, their friend and teacher, 
yas in some sense the Messiah foretold by the 
tophets, and that he would presently return 
» earth to usher in the kingdom of God. 
christianity was for them a way of living 
oupled with this belief. 


South Hadley, Mass. 


December, 1946 


But the Christianity which shortly spread 
through Asia Minor and Greece was not the 
Christianity of the Twelve Apostles who had 
followed Jesus in Galilee. It was Christianity 
as conceived by a man who had probably never 
seen Jesus alive, who had never heard Him 
speak, and who was apparently unaware of 
much of the information about Jesus’ life, con- 
tained in certain books of later date which we 
call gospels. And so the Christianity which 
Paul disseminated in the Hellenistic environs 
of the Mediterranean basin is not primarily the 
teaching of Jesus about God, nor is it the prac- 
tice of the first Christian groups in and around: 
Jerusalem, headed by the original Apostles, It 
is in fact something quite different. The essen- 
tial spirit of western democracy is vitally 
related, not to the early political democracy of 
Greece, not to the teachings of the primitive 
Christian Church, but to the doctrine of free- _ 
dom developed by this man, Paul, who was 
responsible for transmuting what might almost 
be called Christian Judaism into a form that 
rendered it acceptable to the Hellenistic civil- 
ization of the first century. It is extremely sig- 
nificant that Christianity came to the Greeks at 
the hands of a man whose central religious 
experience was mystical, rather than at the 
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hands of those whose point of view was 
primarily that of religious legalism. 

What happened to Paul that made it possible 
for him, almost single-handed, to transform 
incipient Christianity from a Jewish sect into 
a world religion freed from barriers of race, 
sex, or social status? Paul’s background was 
that of a Dispersion Jew, trained as a Phari- 
see, but maturing in the rich cultural environ- 
ment of a Greek university town. His con- 
version to Christianity occurred some years 
after the death of Jesus, at the climax of a 
period during which he had been carrying on a 
campaign of persecution against certain of his 
fellow-countrymen who had adopted the Chris- 
tian faith. Psychologically this experience rep- 
resents the crisis in a long period of mental 
tension between loyalty to the strict legalism of 
his Pharisaic background, and the spirit of 
loyal devotion shown by the persecuted Chris- 
tians. This tension seems to have been resolved 
by an experience of enlightenment, in his vision 
of the risen Christ, in which there dawned on 
Paul a new awareness of the power of the 
human spirit. He saw that man’s relation to 
God was not a matter of conformity to rule, not 
of ceremonial observance, but was rather the 
complete outgoing of the entire personality in 
loyalty to the highest conceivable service of 
God and man. In the intensity of this new 
loyalty, he gave himself to an ideal command- 
ing his complete and absolute devotion. Mas- 
tered thenceforth by the divine impulse, he 
devoted his life to the spreading of the Chris- 
tian message as he conceived it. Consumed 
with the fire of a new purpose, he attained a 
sense of freedom which he had never before 
known. He became an autonomous person- 
ality. The power of this new spiritual dynamic 
carried him triumphantly through endless hard- 
ships and sufferings, and finally to a martyr's 
death. 

Central to his teaching was the doctrine of 
Christian freedom, the “law of liberty.’ Man, 
once awakened to the power of his own spirit, 
strikes off the shackles of ancient convention, 
and accepts his destiny as a being forever free. 
With that message, and the uncompromising 
demand for purity of life and thought worthy 
of the free man, Paul went into the Greek 
cities of the Mediterranean and established 
groups of people whose ultimate influence was 
destined to make the Christian Church a deci- 
sive factor in the rise of western civilization. 

Paul’s doctrine of Christian freedom was fre- 
quently misunderstood, and often bitterly 
opposed. This was dismaying to Paul, but 
fortunate for his interpreters, for opposition 
and misunderstanding laid upon him the neces- 
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sity of explanation and definition, without 
which the significance of the principle might 
have become obscured. Centuries of institu- 
tional development did not suffice to obscure 
this basic doctrine to the point where it could 
be overlooked by the keen thinkers of a later 
age. Martin Luther and the other leaders of 
the Protestant Reformation draw spiritual sus- 
tenance from Paul. - 

The peculiar relevance of this doctrine to the 
situation in the United States today, lies in the 
simple fact that the basic doctrine of freedom, 
as developed in Paul’s thought, implies in the 
individual the moral fitness to use rights and 
enjoy privileges, to act without coercion, for 
the common good. That doctrine, in ancient 
Christianity and in its counterpart in modern 
democratic theory, assumes that man is capable 
of knowing goodness and truth, of judging 
between right and wrong, of being a free 
moral agent. It is to assume that there is such 
a thing as conscience, and that conscience is 
something more than the individual’s grasp of 
the consensus on morals. In fact it is so much 
more, that the individual will sometimes oppose 
public opinion, when he is convinced that pub- 
lic opinion is wrong. 

The point here is the ability of man to be 
morally free. The moment we forego belief 
in the spirit of man, the moment we refuse 
to recognize the validity of the ethical impera- 
tives, the authority of enlightened conscience, 
that moment we become unfit for democracy, 
and unworthy of freedom in the highest sense. 
If right and wrong are but the unstable fashions 
of public opinion; if man is but the creature 
of environmental conditions, with no real 
ability to think independently, or to pass valid 
moral judgments; if the power of the state is 
the only thing that really matters in the end, 
because brute force is the only real power; then 
the foundation of a living democracy is gone. 

This doctrine of freedom represents the 
conviction that people, given a fair chance at 
the sunlight of education and religion, will 
become free personalities, capable of valid 
moral judgments, competent to govern them- 
selves, qualified for the constructive use of 
opportunity, worthy of confidence, meriting 
freedom. The potential value of the individual 
is the primary datum of this theory—and it is 
essentially a religious datum. Not his value to 
the state as a citizen, important as that is; not 
his value to industry as an economic producer, 
indispensable as that may be; not his value to 
the army as a soldier, however necessary that 
may be; but his value in the sight of God as a 
living soul. Upon the recognition of that ulti- 
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ate value rests the spiritual basis of 

emocracy. 

But thousands of people seem never to have 
realized the implications of that basic datum, 
either for themselves or for others, so that its 
constructive possibilities have remained for 
them potential only. How shall democracy, 
however fine its theory, be reared upon the 
foundation of the lives of people who do not 
dream the dream, who do not catch the spirit, 
who are selfish, and ambitious, and treacherous, 
and immoral, who must be restrained by law 
from injuring others, and who have abdicated, 
or rather never attained, the functions of high 
moral freedom? 

For those who have faith in the potential 
power of the democratic way, this is at once 
their despair and their challenge. Have they, 
after all, been wrong about human nature? 
Are there indeed so few upon the side of the 
angels? The answer to the challenge lies in 
no new and startling technique, but rather in 
the time-honored resources of education and 
religion. Are those who believe in these twin 
foundations of democracy able to make them 
count in this crisis of civilization? All too 
many forget the part that both must play if the 
democratic ideal is to hold its place in the life 
of the world. People speak sometimes of 
“education for character” but the educational 
process centers to a large extent in the handling 
of materials and their application to specific 
problems. The problem centers around the 
character of the people who are learning to 
manipulate ideas and test-tubes with equal 
facility, lest in the end they make immoral use 
of the skills and powers capable of blasting to 
bits all that has been beautiful in civilization. 
And people sometimes speak vaguely about 
trusting the influence of religion. For those 
who hold clear-cut religious convictions, it is 
indeed a powerful force. But this force is by 
no means clearly integrated with the needs of 
a world rushing so rapidly upon destruction 
that thought can hardly match its mad pace. 
And for thousands, religion has lost the signi- 
ficance which it had for an older generation, 
and they must grope uncertainly in the twilight 
of the spirit, unable clearly to lay hold on this 
one of the last remaining forces on the earth, 
making for sanity and integrity in human life. 

How then shall the individual qualify him- 
self to attain the freedom essential to partici- 
pation in a truly democratic state? 

First of all, he must submit himself to the 
disciplines of freedom, paradoxical as that may 
sound. For the essence of democracy is self- 
discipline, which recognizes that one man’s 
freedom ends whete it trespasses on a like 
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freedom for his fellow-citizen. He must there- 
fore enter upon that self-imposed educational 
process whereby he trains himself (for no one 
else can impose this upon him, else it loses its 
meaning) to self-denial in the interest of the 
common good, to efficient use of productive 
time, to conscientious performance of his work, 
to purposeful reading, to faithful discharge of 
civic and personal obligations, and to consid- 
erate treatment of all other people. He must 
discipline himself—for no one can do this for 
him—to independence of judgment, to moral 
courage, to personal honor, to reverence for all 
which others hold sacred, in short, to a code so 
high and so significant that he himself will not 
transgress it. 

But this is a hard task for any man. And 
so in the second place he must seek the em- 
powering of the spirit. This means more than 
becoming a member of a church, although he 
will indubitably find himself in the fellowship 
of those who seek and find spiritual power. 
It must be the even deeper experience of setting 
up within his own soul a citadel that cannot be 
assailed; of establishing there a shrine that 
shall be forever inviolate, a place within where 
he may hold solemn communion with God, or 
with the spirits of those who stand to him for 
truth and righteousness. 

And in the third place, he must see himself 
as a person worthy of freedom, competent to 
speak with the authority of inner convictiori on 
the moral issues in which he plays a part, 
willing to give his full loyalty to the needs of 
the common good, cost what it may. 

People like that cannot be regimented except 
by their own enactment in the minor ways 
necessary for effective organization. People 
like that cannot be subjected for any length of 
time to the unmoral demands of political dic- 
tatorship in any form; people like that cannot 
be governed except by their own consent, when 
they find agreement and act in voluntary coop- 
eration in the service of ends which they unite 
in finding worthy of their highest allegiance. 

This is the genuine spirit of democracy at its 
highest level, a level which the free peoples of 
the world can still approximate, if those who 
believe in it will not give up the struggle to 
evoke in humanity its own high potentialities, 
when motivated by the supreme ideal of the 
character of Jesus Christ. 
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WO THOUSAND years ago the angels, 
commissioned to welcome the new-born 
King, sang the first Christmas carol to 
the simple and humble shepherds of the Gali- 
lean plains. Their strains of heavenly music 
have echoed and re-echoed down the centuries. 
Above the clamorous voices of our materialistic 
age, above the mad rush for gold and_pleasure, 
we need to hear again the celestial music and 
to catch the challenge of the angelic anthem. 
On that first Christmas morning the angel 
chorus made articulate three sublime and eter- 
nal truths, which challenge us to heroic action. 
Homer, the Greek bard, sang of the destructive 
‘wrath of Pelcus’ son, and also of the wander- 
ings of Ulysses. Virgil, the Roman poet, sang 
of arms and the man, Aeneas, who wandered 
far and finally came to Lavinian shores. This 
heavenly chorus sang a nobler song; they sang 
of God and peace and good will. At Christmas 
season meditate upon these changeless and 
challenging truths. 


Rehabilitate the Idea of God 


The Christmas carol challenges us to rehabili- 
tate and to re-incarnate the idea of God. The 
existence of a supreme and benevolent Being 
is the first article in the creed of mankind. 
This creed we fervently recite with our lips; yet 
we give God small place in our hearts and lives. 
Indeed, we live as if God were not. God must 
be more than a tenet of theology; He must 
become a conscious, personal reality. A vital 
consciousness of God’s presence and power in 
our lives is our supreme need. Hear the 
prophetic utterance of Dr. Josiah Strong: ‘The 
supreme need of the world is a real God: not 
the Great Perhaps, but the Great I Am; not a 
God of yesterday or of tomorrow, but of today; 
not an ‘absentee’ God, but One who is precisely 
here; not a Sunday God, but an every-day 
God.” Then he also goes on to say: ‘Now this 
need of God, rising into consciousness is 
the beginning of religion; and religion is true 
and vital in proportion as God is correctly and 
vividly apprehended, and as character is brought 
into harmony with Him.” 


Nokomis, Illinois 
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THE CHALLENGE 
JF THE CHRISTMAS CAXOL 


PALMER 


This, then, constitutes the challenge of the 
Christmas carol—to lift the concept of God out 
of the abstraction of intellectualism, and to give 
it a vitality and personal meaning, so that God 
becomes not merely a mental idea, but what 
is of greater value, the dynamic personal pres- 
ence of a companion, who enters all the depart 
ments of human life in a vital, uplifting and 
transforming way. In this intensely scientific 
age we are in grave danger of losing the sense 
of God’s immediate presence with us here and 
now. The task of revealing and interpreting 
God to this age falls upon the followers of the 
crystal Christ. They must incarnate in them- 
selves the spirit and the principle of their 
Master. They best reveal God through the 
purity of their lives and their passion for social 
righteousness. 

Shall we not open the human heart? 


Swing the doors till the hinges start; 
Stop our worrying, doubt and din, 
Hunting heaven and dodging sin? 

There is no-need to search so wide, 

Open the door and stand aside— 
Let God in! 


Shall we not open the human heart 
To loving labor in field and mart; 
Working together for all about 
The good, large labor that knows not doubt? 
Can He be held in our narrow rim? 
Do the work that is work for Him— 
Let God out! 


Renew Efforts to Peace 


Again the Christmas carol challenges us to 
renewal of our best efforts to promote and to 
realize universal peace among men. When the 
angel's song reached the ears of the watchful 
shepherds, peace for the first time in years, 
reigned throughout the Roman Empire. The 
doors of the temple of Janus were closed. 


“No war or battle sound 
Was heard the world around.” 


During the long stretch of human history 
the world has never enjoyed more than two hun- 
dred and seventy-five years of peace. The pages 
of history are crimson with the blood of men 
slain in battle. During the last World War 
in which millions of young men were either 
killed or wounded, men and women of all 
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ations prayed fervently for peace. November 
leventh is a memorable day in contemporan- 
ous history; for on that day a terrible struggle 
eased and peace was once more established. 

In the Middle Ages Christian.Knights made 
rusades into Palestine to wrest the Holy Land 
rom the hands of the infidel Turks. Four of 
these crusades were made, all of which ended 
in practical failure. The song of the angelic 
hosts like the preaching of Peter the Hermit, 
challenges the Christians of this twentieth cen- 
tury to a holier crusade in the interest of uni- 
versal peace and for a warless world. 

A warless world and universal peace for 
which all men fondly hope and pray will not 
come by treaties between nations alone, nor by 
a League of Nations, nor even by a World 
Court. For all these agreements, solemnly 
sworn to, will be nothing but mere “‘scraps of 
paper’’ unless there is national integrity, and a 
spirit of good will, concord and brotherhood 
among the nations of the earth. Nations must 
accept, adopt and apply the spirit and the social 
principles of Christ, the Prince of Peace to 
national and international problems and rela- 
tionships before permanent peace becomes a 
reality. National hatreds, national prejudices 
and national lust for supremacy—these are the 
prolific source of war. Ultra-nationalism must 
give way to the higher and larger interests of 
humanity in order to have a warless world. 
The nations of the earth must become not only 
nominally Christian, but truly Christian. To 
become Christian they must adopt Christian 
principles of action, Christian standards of 
ethics and morality and the Christian spirit. 
They must bow before the Prince of Peace and 
crown Him Lord of Lords. 

Such, then, is the challenge to promote and 
to realize universal peace among men. In this 
modern crusade for a warless world all Chris- 
tians must find their places and play their part. 
The Church must proclaim the Evangel of 
peace on earth, good-will toward men for the 
salvation of the nations. War is.too destructive 
of life and property and ideals; it is too cruel 
and heartless. 

The Christian program of calm deliberation 
and mutual arbitration should take its place. 
Every humble follower of the Master-teachet 
should fervently pray, and indefatigable work 
for universal peace among the nations of the 
earth, when the golden age foretold by the 

rophet Isaiah may become an actuality : “And 
he shall judge among the nations and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
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against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.” 


f 


“Wondrous day to be alive, in when, with furious 
might and main, 

God is fashioning the future on the anvil-horns 
of pain! 

Every life, however humble, takes a touch of the 
sublime 

From the light that bathes our sun-washed pin- 
nacle of dawning time. 

Forward, then! and onward, upward, toward the 

: greater days to be, 

All the nations singing with us our great song, 
fraternally. 

Up and up, achieving, failing, weak in flesh but 
strong of ‘soul... 

We may never live to reach it. Oh, but we have 
seen the goal!” 


Promote Spirit of Good-will 


Finally, the Christmas carol challenges us to 
promote an attitude and a spirit of good-will 
among men. When Christ went about Pales- 
tine preaching and teaching the good news of 
the Kingdom of God, this element of good-will 
was included in His message. Repentance 
which He insisted upon as a condition of 
entrance into the new kingdom, restored the 
relationship of good-will between man and 
man as between God and man. Furthermore 
He exemplified that spirit of brotherhood in all 
His social contacts with men. His parable of 
the Good Samaritan pictured the incarnation of 
the spirit of good-will toward men in concrete 
action. He clearly recognized that an attitude 
and a spirit of good-fellowship were funda- 
mental to the solidarity of human life. 

The prolific source of discontent and disorder 
in the world is ill-will. Race prejudice, class 
pride and ultra-nationalism—all spring from 
the same fountain head—ill-will, the absence of 
mutual benevolent and unifying broadminded- 
ness, tolerance and good-will. 

How important and imperative that this 
spirit prevail among men today as never before! 
For the wonderful scientific inventions of our 
age have practically eliminated the element of 
space. Men and nations no longer live in 
selfish and self-contented isolation. The mighty 
ocean is no longer a barrier to man’s progress! 
The marvelous radio has converted the universe 
into one vast auditorium, where the very heart- 
throbs of humanity may be distinctly heard. 
Men live in closer social contacts than ever 
before. In the large cosmopolitan cities men 
of varied nationality are thrown into closer 
relationship with each other. All of this com- 
plex social life has created numerous and per- 
plexing economic and industrial as well as 
social problems. 

Thus, the complexity of our social life pre- 
sents a greater challenge than ever before to 
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promote good-will and concord among men. 
The great sociologists are recognizing the fact 
that the solidarity and permanency of our civil- 
ization depend upon this attitude and spirit of 

ood-will among men, both individually and 
collectively. The essence of Christianity is love 
toward God and toward our fellow-men. Love 
carries with it good-will in all personal and 
social relationships. The task and the oppor- 
tunity of the church “to serve the present age” 
find expression in generating and diffusing 
among the spirit of brotherhood. Good-will is 
the lubricant that prevents friction both among 
men and among nations. Good-will toward 
men in all social, economic and industrial rela- 
tionships; brotherhood among the nations of 
the earth—this is the challenge to heroic action. 


“Angels! Sing on, your faithful watches keeping; 
Sing us sweet fragments of the song above; 
While we toil on and soothe ourselves with 


weeping, 
Till life’s long night shall break in endless love.” 


At this Christmas season let us listen once 
more to the angelic hosts while they sing: 


DiS 


AND AGAIN 


CHRISTMAS 


CHAPLAIN RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


ORLD WAR TWO. The Death of a 

President. | Atomic Bombs. Record 

Breaking Plane Flights. Labor Troubles. 
Enemy Succumbs. Peace Parleys. Meat and 
Other Shortages. Lack of Housing for Vet- 
erans. Black Markets. Below and Above 
Ceiling Prices and the OPA. Here we have 
but a few chapter headings for the history- 
writers of these, our hectic and chaotic times. 
These, - - - AND CHRISTMAS. 

Come the blessed Yuletide, things do not 
loom so fierce. Christmas with its own elo- 
quence and message to the mind and heart of 
man femoves the sting from sufferings and 
frustrations. What it means, what it shall 
mean, what it can mean for the human race 


Cairo, N. ¥. 
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“Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth 
good-will to men.” As we hear their strain 
of heavenly music, let us catch the three-folc 
challenge of their song, namely, to re-incarnat 
the idea of God in our lives so that Gox 
becomes a vital reality to men; to enter upor 
a twentieth century crusade for a warless work 
and for universal peace, and to promote z 
spirit of good-will among all men. Let ui 
match this challenge with a Christian chivalry 
unparalleled in human history. 


“Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things, 

Give heart, and soul, and mind and strength ~ 
To serve the King of Kings. 


“Rise up, O men of God! 
His kingdom tarries long, 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong. 


“Lift high the cross of Christ! 
Tread where His feet have trod: 

As brothers of the Son of Man, 
Rise up, O men of God!” 


intrigues us, as we seek a way out of the 
world-welter. Its possibilities and potentialities 
are unlimited. 

The holiday spirit, the shop windows, the 
songs and stories, legends and traditions, the 
happy faces of children and the peace that 
shines out of the eyes of the mature and aged, 
are medicinal. As James Whitcomb Riley 
sang: “There’s a feel in the air.” We may 
name it “atmosphere.” It is something felt 
but not easily defined. The rich man in his 
mansion feels it. The felon in his cell is 
aware of it. 

We read that there was no room in the 
Inn for the infant Saviour. There are many 
reasons why this was so. Soldiers were return- 
ing from the wars. Business men were figuring 
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eit profits and losses. People were in the 
ace, full of their own interests and pleasures. 
Il kinds of folks were worrying about their 
es. Many reasons, but all may be summed 
one word, namely—busy. Not unkind, nor 
t cruel, but thoughtless. They were all 
tapped up in themselves, even as men and 
tions today are self-centered and careless 
ncerning the high claims of the soul and 
1¢ demands of the spiritual. 
The Inn was crammed with people, busy and 
Ifish. Not a deliberate unconsciousness, not 
calculated. indifference, not a carefully 
rought-out pose, but indifference in a careless 
ad nonchalant way, even as in this day. The 
in of the world is filled with the same kind 
f men and women, insofar as human nature 
oes. How solve the riddle of life? How 
pe with hard times? How make both ends 
eet? Food, dress, creature-comforts, shelter 
“om the elements. How find time for leisure, 
spose from the eternal grind, relaxation from 
fain and stress. Every day is just like the 
ay before, only a day later. What did, what 
oes, this Divine Birth mean to the world? 
First of all, Christmas itself. Mails, shops, 
lips, trains, autos, arms, are full of things. 
oxes, bags, drawers, trays,—full of things to 
e given away. This in itself is a remarkable 
ling. Things to be given away. Most of the 
me we wonder what we can get. But now 
e are eager to bestow. Things to give away,— 
seful things, useless things, costly things and 
1eap things. Back of all this is sentiment. 
saves us from losing altogether our self- 
spect. It is like a shot in the arm, reviving, 
generating. History repeats itself with senti- 
ent as well as with harshness and cruelty. 
Like the drink of water from the old well 
- Bethlehem, for which David longed and 
hich he would not drink, after his faithful 
tainers had risked their lives to obtain it. 
avid would not drink the water because of 
higher or shall we say, deeper thirst. Senti- 
ent is a thirst indeed. It must be satisfied. 


Man does not live by bread only.” So senti- 
ent keeps Christmas alive. No, better say, 
hristmas keeps sentiment alive. There can 


> no sentiment in the thought of self. 

The thoughtless will say that Christmas is 
ymmercialized. Not necessarily so. But mer- 
ants understand the depth of this annual 
s0d of generosity and count on it during the 
ar. Summer business has been bad. But 
yw all of a sudden business picks up. Money 
in circulation. And when the dollar is let 
ose it is salutary for all. 

We like the phrase, the Christmas urge. It 
drenched with a philosophy, the philosophy 
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of giving. Not always things. Candy, book- 
ends, candlesticks, toys, household commodi- 
ties and what have you? But other values 
which have no market quotation, too, Not 
because they are not worth so very much but 
because they are worth so very much. It’s the 
service of a physician and his helpers in the 
time of epidemic. The teacher, who though 
underpaid, nevertheless recalls that his is a 
duty to perform as well as a salary to receive. 
The pastor of a church who gives a thousand 
times more to his people, than his people give 
to him. What can match the unsearchable 
riches of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Loyalty, 
fidelity, honor, truth, sacrifice, here and there, 
every day,—those who count not their lives 
dear, on the field of honor, in the midst of 
some burning cause, in the throes of a battle 
and a prayer for cleaner thinking and higher 
living. God so loved that He gave. He gave 
Himself. There is no better or finer or higher 
gift than self. This is the meaning of Christ- 
mas. If there is anybody who can do justice 
to this theme, let him begin now and live the 
rest of his life on his royalties. 

It is a truism for all time, perpetuated by 
men’s blood, that “it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” It is not an attempt at higher 
criticism when we remind that the writers of 
the four Gospels made the mistake of their 
lives when they omitted to put this teaching, 
this bit of poetry, in their biographies. If 
they heard the Master express the ideal, they 
either failed to catch its significance or they 
completely forgot it. Only Paul handed down 
to posterity this keynote of the Christian life, 
as given by the Master Teacher. The world 
had a close call indeed, by nearly missing this 
foundation principle. Even so, there are many 
who regard the phrase as rhetorical. The few, 
comparatively speaking, who have embraced the 
phrase and who have written the words in 
their platforms, have wrought regeneration 
wherever they lived and worked. 

This, then, is the meaning of Christmas. It 
is love, consideration, regard, thoughtfulness 
for others. And, if, during fifty weeks of the 
year, we are prone to forget this truth, this idea 
and ideal, which matters most, we are reminded, 
just before and during and after Christmas, 
that we may be normal-minded if we so choose. 
Christmas means “bread from heaven in mercy 
broken.” It cannot be expressed in words, not 
adequately. It can be expressed in deeds most 
efficiently. Deeds have a universal tongue. 
They can be understood in every language. 
Words need to tarry in some interpreter’s house. 
They are forever in need of commentary. 


(See page 590) 
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Peace on Earth 
A ve we come to the season of the year 


when we repeat the angels’ song, carried 

by the winds of heaven over the Judean 
hills so many years ago, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will among 
men.’ Such has been the fervent prayer of 
pious souls from that day to this. 

But it may have been prophetic that when 
these angel voices so sweetly sang on that first 
Christmas morn, all Judea might have heard 
and heeded, yet only a few humble shepherds 
did so. Through all these years similar recep- 
tion has been given to that marvelous message 
of God. 

The Holy Land has too often been bathed in 
blood. To this day contention, wars and strife 
give the lie to the designation of the Holy 
Land. Yet that little strip of land along the 
western shores of the Mediterranean seems, as 
many times before, to mirror all the world. 

Through many ages and through many 
changes of scene man has sung the angels’ 
song, yet made war upon his fellowman. Now 
we have just ended the most ghastly and most 
costly war in all history. At the end thereof 
we came into the possession of more power 
than man has ever had. Power which may be 
used for great good or for more devastating 
destruction. 

The world waits, the people look expectantly, 
for the leaders of men to lay just and perma- 
nent foundations for world peace. We have 
made a beginning. We have set up the 
machinery and are making final adjustments 
with that machinery to get it working properly. 
Its name is the United Nations. 

But a great deal more than that is necessary. 
The best machinery in the world will not func- 
tion properly without the proper kind of people 
to handle it. So it becomes necessary to go 
beyond machinery and to deal with people. 
That we must never forget. 

Because so few folk gave heed to the angels’ 
song when it was first sung, it did not have 
much effect upon the hearts and minds of men. 
Through the years too many people were con- 
tent to sing it, rather than put forth the effort 
to bring it to realization. 
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- with men, and through men. 


Now the time has come when we mus 
bring that message of peace and good wil 
into the very hearts and lives of all people 
and make it one of the powerful motives 0: 
life. 

So our Christmas task, and, in fact, our tasl 
through all the days of our years, should b 
the cultivation of better understanding amon; 
all men, sympathy, friendship, love, kindnes 
and all the Christian virtues. We will neve: 
have peace if we continue merely to wrangl 
over the spoils of war. 

We have never worked very hard at culti 
vating peace, good will and understandin; 
among all men. But today our age cries ow 
as never before for just such an undertaking 
God grant that we may stop repeating word: 
or singing songs and get busy with making th 
angels’ song effective among all the peoples i 
earth. We must implement peace among men 
Then the peace 
of God which passes all understanding will be 
the lot of man here upon earth —W’, R. Siegart 


ed 
a 


Merry Christmas 


HEY say— Christmas is soon forgotten 

For one day the wretchedness and the 

wrangling cease, and then the Star i: 
blotted out—the rest is one more year of Cal 
vary.’ Thus moans every doubting Thoma: 
today. But even Thomas was convinced a 
last that Christ, the Bright and Morning Star 
is not blotted out. He is risen. 

In this year of our Lord, marked as it is by 
world-disintegration and unspeakable sufferings 
everywhere, we who celebrate His coming it 
the flesh cry aloud that Christmas can neve 
be forgotten. Shall we refuse to keep Christ 
mas, with its miraculous warming of heart anc 
its sudden though brief recollection that it i 
more blessed to give than to receive, just be 
cause “Christmas comes but once a year’’ and i 
not yet an endless day? Why, Christmas is « 
Day when the good that is found in the wors 
of men comes forth to show what might come 
forth every day. Christmas. is an earnes 
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rophesy of Christ’s ultimate victory and _ its 
ternal quality. 

The stupendous thing about Christmas is that 
he lovely Babe so sweet and pure, came among 
is to be our Sinbearer, our Saviour. The 
lague of our hearts is upon us all, heavy and 
ore. “Out of the charcoal pits of what we are 
he fumes arise that blast the flowers of happi- 
less in other lives,” just as they blast them in 
ur own lives. Driven to Christ by the sins 
hat defile us, we find in Him our Deliverer. 
And before ever He was born the Angel of the 
Annunciation proclaimed the will of God in 
he coming of Jesus. “Thou shalt call His 
1ame Jesus, for He shall save His people from 
heir sins.” 


Christ is born! He is here! Then rejoice, 
rejoice, rejoice. A Merry Christmas to you 
all! In spite of the wicked world, the poison 
of sin, the terror of death and the power of 
the Devil, A Merry Christmas to you all. 


P, W. Roth. 


Sufficient Unto The Day 


N THOSE relatively simple days, when Will 
Roger’s, “All I know is what I read in 
the newspapers,” stimulated our risibles, 

not a one of us stopped to think of how few 
years might race by, before those same risibles 
would be fairly paralyzed, drugged by the 

(See page 590) 


WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING 


THE LEGEND OF CATHAY 


(It Was This Legend That Suggested White Christmas Services 
In Our Churches) 


N THE strange country of Cathay there lived a great ruler, Kublai Khan by name. 
A mighty warrior was he, who by means of his trusty sword had made himself lord 
of the whole land. His government was both wise and just, and was administered 


to both rich and poor alike, without fear or favor. 
brave, that all the people loved him greatly. 


So wise was he, so kind and so 
The men loved him because he was a 


great hero, bold and fearless; the women loved him because he was kind and courteoas 
and thoughtful; and the little children loved him because he was gentle and never too 


busy to smile upon them. 


And so it was to show their love for him that his subjects decided to hold a white 


feast on his birthday. 


Heralds were sent far and wide throughout the land, asking all 


the people to come to the King’s palace on a certain day which was the King’s birthday. 
And when the day dawned bright and clear all the people gathered at the palace as 
they were bid. The walls of the great hall were hung with white silken curtains, the 


door was of white marble. 


At one end, on a great white throne, sat the King, clothed 


in flowing white robes, while around him gathered all his attendants dressed also in 


flowing white robes. And all the people w 
gifts which they brought were all of pure u 


loyalty were without stain. 
chargers, costly garments. 


and the very poor brought white pigeons and handfuls of rice. 


ho came to the feast were in white and the 
hite, to show the King that their love and 
The rich brought gifts of pearls, carvings of ivory, white 
Those who were not so rich brought gifts of white linen, 


And even the little 


children did not forget to show their love to the King, for having naught else, they 


brought a pure white flower from their gar 


‘den or gathered from the countryside, 


And Kublai Khan received them all with many words of gratitude and many 
tender smiles. Nor did the great King regard one gift above another so long as all 
were white. The gifts of the poorest were as great to him as the gifts of the richest. 


So happy were the people that every year 
Feast and presented unto him white gifts. 


__Chas. B. Austin, West Was 
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they kept the King’s birthday with a White 
And thus they observed the Kings’ birthday. 


hington Baptist Church, Washington, D. C. 
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THE 


CHURCE 
AT WORK 


Ministers Have a Responsibility 
in Dispelling Giant Fear 


“America, to one returning after several 
years abroad, seems like a giant crippled by 
pygmy fears,” says Hal Boyle, Associated Press 
Staff writer. ' “The national temper, bold, 
resourceful and aggressive under the strain of 
war, appears to have deteriorated under the 
frictions of victory and uneasy peace.” 

He continues, ‘Lacking above all is bal- 
ance—the long view and confident faith in the 
immediate future, a future better than the 
people of any other country can even dream of. 

“You get a feeling of widespread disillusion 
and personal insecurity, both largely unrea- 
soned and baseless. These are the more strik- 
ing to one just back from other lands, where 
America is still regarded by the common people 
as the beacon light to a secure world. 

“One observer told me in Switzerland, “You 
people appear to have no real idea of your 
power and prestige at this moment. Nothing 
is impossible for the U.S. now.’ He was 
speaking less of America’s economic might 
than of the impact of its moral prestige in 
assuring permanent world order—a prestige 
created by the force of its arms in war and 
enlarged since by its huge gifts of food and 
clothing to distressed countries. 

“However, there is a real worry abroad that 
the U.S., beset by internal problems, will 

‘again retire into its shell and forego further 
adventures in international political and finan- 
cial philanthropy. Coming home, one is amazed 
at the extent of the change in the American 
intellectual climate. HOPE has been replaced 
by an unhappy, doubting distrust. ‘I’m doing 
alright now,’ many have told me, ‘but I don’t 
know what lies ahead.’ 

“Housing, food and clothing shortages ap- 
pear to have made everyone individually a bit 
more selfish, thus putting the brake on charit- 
able impulses. This is understandable among 
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combat veterans, less on the part of othets. 
The housewife who can’t find soap loses some 
of her sympathy for the dirty-eared children 
of Europe. So it is with steaks, shoes, motor 
cars, and the sum of this individual selfishness 
can crystallize into a national desire to ‘k 
what we've got, and let the rest of the world 
work out its own problems!’ 

“Another puzzling attitude—one most often 
met in bar-rooms it is true—is that ‘we should 
give Russia more muscle and less conversation,’ 
This talk would shock the average European. 
There is cynicism in Europe, as here, over the 
slow progress of the United Nations. But thefe 
definitely is no desire to cease efforts at peace, 


“and no stomach for another war. Europe is 


sick of war and war talk.” 
* * * 
Ministers can do much to dispel the fears 
here described so aptly, not only in sermons, 
speeches, forums, bulletins, newspaper items, 
but in telephone conversation and pastoral calls. 
Putting on drives for money and food, while 
the giant fear hangs over the nation, will not 
dispel it. We need to refocus our attitudes 
and aims. 
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Christmas Vesper Service 


“Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth, 
Peace, Goodwill Toward Men.” 

Organ: ‘‘Pastorale in G’’—Carelli, 

Doxology.: Invocation, and Lord's Prayer. 

Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight . . .” 

Responsive Reading: “Nativity” or Scripture, 
Matt. 2:1-23. 

Anthem: “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”— 
Samuel—Junior Choir. 

Christmas Prayer. 

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Theit 
Flocks’’—Handel. 

Presentation of Gifts (Clothing, food, and 
toys for orphanages or shut-ins locally). 
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fertory: “Luther's Cradle Hymn.” 
olo. ““Thete’s a Song in the Air’ —Speaks. 
Meditation: “Meaning of Christmas in world 
today.” 
lymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing’— 
Mendelssohn. 
enediction. 
ean: “O Come, O Come Immanuel’— 
French. 
—West Washington Baptist Church, D.C. 
Pe 
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Aeditations on Ten Commandments 


The need for consideration and understand- 
ng of the meaning of the Commandments in 
ur daily activities will cause many readers to 
velcome the small booklet on this subject by 
derbert V. Prochnow, published by William A. 
Wilde, 78 pages, $1.00. We need to be 
eminded that there is Divine Law governing 
his world of ours, and we need to interpret 
he meaning of that law. Pastors with audi- 
mces composed of young people will find it 
elpful to interpret the commandments in 
oday’s terminology, rather than Biblical phras- 
ng of ancient times. 
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The Preaching Ministry Today 


Few ministers find it possible to keep sche- 
lules free of endless interruptions attendant 
pon daily lives of church members, community 
ctivities, and routine of living, and thus find 
ess and less time for study, meditation, con- 
emplation, and sermon building. One Exposi- 
or contributor calls it ‘‘picking goat feathers,” 
nother, ‘‘errand-boy-duties,” but regardless of 
lefinition, the result is the same. Roland W. 
chloerb, pastor of Hyde Park Baptist Church, 
Thicago, for the past 18 years, helps us to 
egain the proper emphasis of any ministry in 
lis book, “The Preaching Ministry Today.” 
You can read this book of 113 pages in one 
itting, thus assuring yourself that many para- 
raphs and pages are worthy of repeated 
eading and thought, and incorporation into 
our daily schedule. 

The Preaching Ministry Today is written 
or pastors, and points out the essentials of 
yood preaching, based on the ability of the 
teacher to be “far-sighted in one eye, and 
ear-sighted in the other” in order to balance 
he gift of spiritual vision with constant atten- 
ion to details. 

He emphasizes that ‘Churches are concerned 
vith what happens to individual people—not 
uildings, not literature, not liturgies, not 
ud gets—but people. All these things are stage 
ettings, forming a background for the one 
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important work of the Christian minister, that 
is to interpret Jesus Christ to people, so people 
will accept Him as their Saviour,—so people 
will do hourly, daily, what Jesus taught his 
followers during his years of life among men. 

The Preaching Ministry Today is published 
by Harpers, is only $1.25, and can be had at 
your local book store, or library. We believe 
you will keep it close at hand for repeated 
reading. 
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New Year Service Idea 


In order to assure church-wide interest and 
co-operation in the New Year Watch-Night 
plans, a Kansas pastor invited a committee of 
five young married couples to help him plan 
assignments to some 30 members to take active 
part in the service, to give sentence sermons, 
favorite stanza of poems, Scripture, sentence 
prayers, etc., each assignment to be for one 
minute. 

Each person chosen for an assignment is 
given a number, the prayer or poem written 
out, and placed in a friendly letter. The letter 
sent out by the committee reads as follows: 
Dear Tom: 

Here we are, planning the Watch-Night 
service for New Year Eve, and your number 
came up for a one-minute appearance on the 
program. Your name will not be used in the 
program, only your number, which is 8. Your 
assignment is to give the following lines of 
poetry, by George W. Wiseman— 

“T do not ask that Thou wilt make 
My life a song; 
I only ask that Thou wilt help 
Me conquer wrong. 


“I do not seek to understand 
Thy plan divine; 
But only pray that all my plans 
Conform with Thine. 

The number of each assignment will appear 
on the program, and we shall look for your 
appearance, ready to take part. By the way, 
if you have another favorite poem, preferred 
to this one, let us know. 

We are asking for ‘‘favorite hymns” as we 
expect to have a “Sing-Fest’’ while the gals 
are preparing refreshments, after the service. 
Do not let us down; you will enjoy being there, 
so will everyone else. 

Signed—Committee. 

The element of surprise in using the num- 
bers, instead of names, brought out many mem- 
bers who might not have been interested. The 
pastor adds, ‘People like to be an actual part 
of a program, they get tired of sitting while 
the other fellow acts.” 
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Lines to Use in New Year Service 


The following lines were used in responsive 
service of a Grand Rapids, Michigan, church 
on New Year's Eve— = 

Minister: With grateful hearts and willing 
feet, we assemble in Thy house tonight— 

People: To give thanks to Thee, Heavenly 
Father, for Thy countless blessings through the 
past year. ; 

Minister: For the privilege of useful life, 
good fellowship, and devoted family— 

People: We give thanks to Thee, Heavenly 
Father, for the blessings of each useful task, 
for the companionship of friends, for the love 
of our dear ones. 

Minister: For the comfort of Thy presence 
in our lives, for Thy outstretched hand in en- 
couraging our forward step— ; 

People: We thank Thee Lord, for helping 
us to understand Thy nearness, in gladness and 
song as in trial and grief. 

Minister: For food, for shelter, for clothing, 
for the strength gleaned from Thy care— 

People: We bow our heads in grateful prayer, 
O Lord. 

Minister: For the leadership of our Nation, 
our State, and our community, so greatly in 
need of Thy guidance and comfort— 

People: We thank Thee, Lord, and pray Thy 
constant nearness to those entrusted with the 
welfare and safeguarding of many,—some old 
in experience and years, some just starting out 
in Thy service. 

Minister: For the inspiration and determina- 
tion of many assembled here within Thy warm 
embrace, to. walk into the new year with con- 
fidence and trust in Thy guidance in all 
things— 

People: We thank Thee, Lord, for guiding 
the affairs of men in matters both great and 
small. 

Minister: For the privilege of cherishing and 
protecting in Thy Name, that which Thou hast 
taught us to reverence— 

People: We thank Thee, Heavenly Father. 

Minister: We thank Thee, O Lord, for all 
who have joined in this fellowship through the 
past year— 

People: We bless Thee, we praise Thee, we 
worship Thee, Heavenly Father; we bow in 
gratitude to Thy Holy Name. 
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White Christmas Pageant 


“The Royal Gift,” a White Christmas Pag- 
eant, was presented in West Washington Bap- 
tist Church, corner 31st and N Streets, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. Rev. Charles B. Austin, 
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pastor, shares the program with you, as writ- 
ten and directed by Robert L. Haycock. ¥ 
The Royal Gift r 

Organ Prelude—“Christmas Pastorale’—Mer- 

kel. 

Call to Worship—Chimes a 

Opening Anthem—‘O Bethlehem”—Manney 

Prologue—The Providences of God Prompt 

Benevolence — 

First Episode—A Widow's Royal Gift 
Scene—Room in Widow's House 
Characters—W idow, Caleb, Huldah, Elijah 

Solo—''In Old Judea’ —Adam Geibel 

Second Episode—God’s Royal Gift 
Manger Scene 
Angels and Wisemen 
Sunbeam Chorus—"'Silent Night’—Gra 

ber 

Anthem—"'Sleep of the Child Jesus” —Gevaert 
By Junior Chorus 

Presentation of White Gifts of Classes and 

Organizations 1 
Attendants—Two Young Women 

Solo— ‘Jesu Bambino’’—Yon 

Third Episode—The Royal Gift Wins Caleb 

Solo—"The Birthday of a King—Nezdlinger 

Fourth Episode—White Gifts of the Congre- 

gation 

Offertory Solo—'‘O Holy Night’”—Adam 

Benediction—Pastor. 

Organ Postlude—‘'For Unto Us a Child is 

- Born”—Handel. 


Merger Discussed in 1813 
Becomes Reality in Late 1946 


Two denominations, born within 20 miles of 
each other in the rich farming communities of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, among Ger 
man immigrants, have reported plans to carry 
out actual merger, discussed as early as 1813, 
thus uniting the Evangelical Church and the 
United Brethren Church, with a reported mem- 
bership of 714,000, tenth largest in the United 
States. The combined groups will be known 
as The Evangelical United Brethren. 

Both denominations carry on extensive for- 
eign mission work; eight colleges, nine benevo- 
lent homes are involved in the merger. The 
new church will have nine bishops; five United 
Brethren bishops now serving and four Evan- 
gelical bishops were to be elected. 
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Attended Bible Class 

1461 Consecutive Sundays 

Joseph A. Sanders, a’member of the Men's 
Bible Class, St. Peter’s Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, Buffalo, was the honor guest 
at a dinner commemorating 28 years of perfect 


The Ewpositor 


endance. As a neighborly gesture, the Men’s 
iss from St. John’s Lutheran Church was 
vited to attend the dinner, thus making it a 
ighborhood event. A gesture in the right 
rection ! 
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hristmas Manger Set 


Manger sets are available through your 
snominational book stores, and supply houses. 
Testern Art Studios, 257 So. Spring Street, 
os Angeles, zone’ 12, California, offers a set 
° 16 figures in full color, with washable 
nish. There is no price given on the descrip- 
ve matter, although a sample set is offered at 
1.00. 
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ngels of the Light 


A Christmas Pageant, entitled ‘Angels of 
1e Light,” by Virginia Wheeler Christie, is 
gund in the National Journal of Religious 
ducation, November 1946 issue, pages 16, 17. 

The pageant indicates the following char- 
BrCts—— 
three Nativity Angels, who do most of the 

speaking, one blue angel, two gold. 
three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchoir, Balthazar. 
Jon-Speaking — Mary, Joseph, two Cherubs, 
Shepherd Lads. 
\ngel Choir in white and gold. 

The setting is given in detail, also the speak- 
1g parts, and production comments. Single 
opies of the Journal are 20c each; one year 
; $2.00. This issue contains, also, a pageant 
f worship for a Harvest Home Festival, or 
thanksgiving Service, suitable for next year. 
"he address is 203 North Wabash Avenue, 
Shicago 1, Illinois. Enclose remittance with 
der. 
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American Pulpit Series 


Volumes 9 through 16 of the Abingdon- 
Sokesbury “American Pulpit Series’’ are avail- 
ble now, each volume contains eight sermons, 
yaper binding, pocket-size, 25c each; any eight 
rolumes for $2.00; 16 volumes for $3.75, at 
our book store, or from Abingdon-Cokesbury 
ress. 

Like the physician treating the ailments of 
he physical bodies of men, the minister 1s 
alled upon to treat the ailments of the spirit 
yf men; both need to avail themselves of the 
Xperience of leaders in their professions, 
hrough study of methods, procedure, and 
iccomplishment. 

This series of volumes, contains more than 
(00 sermons from some of the country’s most 


icceptable preachers. 


December, 1946 


New Testament Series 


Forty-eight pages of full-color, continuous 
pictures, portraying Acts of Apostles, is the 
newest Bible Visualized book issued by Stan- 
dard Publishing Company, Cincinnati. Like 
the earlier books in the Bible Visualized series, 
it is modest in price for one copy, or by the 
dozen. 

A “Betty and Bob” gift booklet for little 
children, 16 pages, 814” x11”, is beautifully 
illustrated in brilliantly appealing colors, bear- 
ing the words, “God is Good” on the cover. 
This is one of four in the series of ‘Betty and 
Bob” gift booklets, which may be had as one 
volume, or in single copies. Do not fail to 
inspect these books. 
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Crime and Gangsterism 
In News, Films, Radio 


The glamorization, portrayal and dramatiz- 
ing of crime in the news, films and radio 
features is becoming loathesome, and should 
be curbed. The filthy and cancerous diet of so- 
called ‘‘entertainment’’ would lead one to feel 
that the chief business of this nation is to 
“cook up dishes of new and loathesome and 
immoral crimes” and parade them before any 
and all, old and young, in the guise of smart- 
ness. Have not the officials of newspapers, 
radio stations, and filmdom some responsibility 
in checking their lurid mess, dished up to 
show how it is done, so the young are led to 
feel they can ‘go out and do likewise,” thus 
drawing the spotlight of the nation for a brief 
moment. 

Some too-optimistic adults believe that tack- 
ing on the “Crime does not pay” label will 
deter the youth who seeks easy money, notor- 
iety, and excitement, thus persist in continuing 
the obnoxious features in the belief they are 
helping to curb juvenile delinquency, the while 
earning large incomes for themselves. AMER- 
ICA does not need education in crime! Amet- 
ica does not want crime glamorized and spot- 
lighted! Why don’t we stop it? 
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U. S. Readies Drive on Delinquency 


At the invitation of the Attorney General’s 
office in Washington, nearly a thousand dele- 
gates from 48 state convened in Washington 
this month for a three-day consideration of 
juvenile delinquency over the nation, and what 
can be done to reach the children in their 
homes. 

“Participants will work instead of talk’ at 
this conference, was announced by the Justice 
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Department, in calling the workers together. 
The morning session of the first day was taken 
up with lectures, outlining conditions. Dele- 
gates were then divided into panels to consider 
and act upon means to avert the continuance 
of present conditions. 

The ultimate goal of the conference was to 
“draft and publish handbooks to be used in 
evety federal, state, municipal and Private 
agency as a working guide or blueprint’ to 
curb conditions. 


a. 


The Growth of the United States 

He who would understand the future of 
humanity must study population in relation to 
resources, climate, education, religion, politics, 
and industry. The following figures on the 
population of Continental. U.S. taken from 
our official census give food for thought: 


IU 3,929,214 8S Ozer 50,155,783 
USK OO) reece 5,308,483 HSS reams 62,947,714 
pet l(0 sesso 7,239,881 19002 = 75,994,575 
WS 20 ste. -w-< 9,638,453 19102: een 91,792,266 
ifs [0 eee 12,866,020 ES XG panes 105,710,620 
TSAO ces 17,069,453 193 Ouse See 122,775,046 
NSS. Oise sec axe- 23,191,876 1940222 131,669,275 
ESY{0 nee ocr 31,443,321 #1946" Soe Se 140,386,509 
iC A0 eae 38,558,371 *Jan. 1, 1946 


Each of the following nine states had a 
greater population in 1940 than had the nation 
in 1790: 


California 6,907,387 New Jersey 4,160,165 
Illinois 7,897,241 New York 13,479,142 
Massachusetts 4,316,721 Ohio 6,907,612 
Michigan 5,256,106 Pennsylvania 9,900,180 
Texas 6,414,824 
—NEA Journal (Oct. 1946). 


= 
i 


250th Anniversary Celebration 

Fordham Manor Reformed Church, 2703 
Reservoir Avenue, New York City 63, New 
York, is observing the anniversary of its found- 
ing in 1696, not only with a review of its 
history of 250 years, but looking into the 
future. The Rev. Mr. I. T. Beam is pastor, to 
whom we say “Thank You” for sending the 
announcement and program. The Expositor 
believes congratulations are in order! 
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Visual Education 


The tide of interest in visual education is 
constantly rising. There is some equipment 
available, which your local dealer will be glad 
to demonstrate to you as pastor, or to any 
group sincerely interested in acquiring infor- 
mation and equipment. Idle inquiry is not 
encouraged by any dealer, because the shortage 
of experienced and competent help in any 
civilian endeavor is still acute. 
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Where to Buy in The Expositor has li 
several sources for all types of equipment, wher 
available. Any minister or committee seekin 
detailed information on all types of a7 
for Church and Sunday School use; basis for 
selection, scope of specific equipment, etc., will 
be interested in a series of articles by Paul G 
Kiehl, published in The American Lutheran, 
published monthly by the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau, New York 23, New York,— 
articles entitled “Using Visual Aids in oe 
Church Program.” Your local library 
likely have the issues for the past year. 

For Sunday School use, booklets on the 
Life of Christ published by Standard Publishing 
Company, Cincinnati, advertised in various 
issues of The Expositor, will supply endless 
material. If you have not already investigated 
the materials offered by Standard Publishing 
Company, you will be surprised and delighted 
when you do. Material can be adapted to use 
for any age group. This is true also of the 
Flannlegraphs offered by Higley and the A. H. 
Eilers Company. j 

SS 3 
Cooperation Between 
Management and Labor 


There is great need for Rees emphasis on 
this question, not one Sunday a year, but com 


‘tinually. Neither side is right on all questions; 


neither side is wrong on all questions. The 
philosophy and propaganda eminating from 
many sources for the last 15 years have lead 
many ministers, and many laymen to ado 

the simple, but incorrect, idea that all business 
men who employ others are “always in the 
wrong.” If you review the record of the busi- 
nessmen, or employers, in your own local com- 
munity, you will know that their record is 
commendable in the majority of instances; if 
you review the record of the average working 
man, you will find him a commendable citizen, 
as a rule. Through cunning and not highly 
commendable aims, these two groups of Amefi- 
can citizens have been led to regard one an- 
other as enemies, rather than parts of the 
same body (industrially, economically, and 
spiritually) and conditions will not be well 
with either group, until they are again led to 
see “‘eye to eye’ that the health and well being 
of either group is a primary necessity of the 
other. Public opinion has an undeniable bear- 
ing on this question of cooperation among those 
who invest money and ingenuity in the business 
of supplying the needs of a nation and ‘those 
who invest their energies, loyalties, and devo- 
tion in the business of making the gadgets, 
and distributing them, thus making gain for 
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he citizens who supply the money and ideas, 
ind those who supply the energy, time, and 
Jevotion. 

I Cor 3:8-10. “Now he that planteth and 
ne that watereth are one; and every man shall 
receive his own reward according to his own 
labor, for we are laborers together with God; 
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 
According to the grace of God which is given 
unto me, as a wise master builder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon.” 

This is not just comfortable reading. These 
are facts, demonstrated in every happy family; 
in every prosperous undertaking, whether busi- 
mess, ot parish. Our viewpoint depends upon 
which side of the question we are for the 
present, or what we have accepted as fact, with- 
out thought. An Englishman found a trusted 
employee adopting a new political “faith,” and 
his enthusiasm for the new philosophy of 
“plenty without working’ changed him, so he 
became a liability. In time, he took on his 
former self, applying himself as in days of old. 
His explanation of his behavior is, “They told 
us, sir, that we would all be wealthy, and would 
not have to work, when everything is divided 
equally. After a time, I asked how much we 
would get, and they said 300 pounds. Sir, I 
already have 1500 pounds.” 
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Naturalness, An Engaging Quality 


Naturalness humanizes power, adorns wis- 

dom, speeds influence, attests the genuineness 
of truth. The preacher has, therefore, the 
greater need to be natural, for his function as 
a speaker of the Word gives him power, his 
duties and experiences should beget wisdom, 
his office invites him to exercise a large and 
good influence, his utterances must be the stuff 
of truth. 
_ The greater, then, the tragedy when pteach- 
ers are unnatural, pompous, affected, a bundle 
of poses. Many are, and this unnaturalness in 
a servant of the Word is a vicious, ridiculous, 
and an altogether hurtful thing. Anyone who 
has had wide experience with the clergy will 
recognize and lament the following catalogue 
of manners, attitudes, which might almost be 
the stage-directions for the moment when the 
play reads, “Enter—A minister,” 

A fake judiciousness about the trivial, an assumed 
high-seriousness about the common place. 

A general stuffed-shirt pomposity in 
‘speech, manner, and general stance. : 

A gentle, undemocratic tyranny over the patient 
common folk—that gets what it wants by the exer- 
cise of official-clerical pouting. 


thought, 
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An unconscious but firm assumption that the 
clergy represent a higher order of Christians to 
whose opinions on any and all matters a reverent 
deference must be extended. 

A general unmanly prissiness and lack of direct- 
ness in dealing with people. 

An owl-like torpor that hopes to pass for rapt 
spirituality—but is more often but a frightened dis- 
inclination to accept one’s involvement as equals in 
the common life of plain people. 

A pseudo-ascetic inner-check on any candid and 
immediate joy in life—lest such a demonstration of 
spontaneous interest, humor, or delight break the 
illusion of a super-refined spirituality which is very, 
very far above all common things. 

The tactical use of the fact of one’s years of resi- 
dence in a college and seminary and the official fact 
of ordination to assume the propriety of favors, 
immunities, deferences, courtesies—all unrelated to 
actual performance. 

A catefully cultivated fiction that the clergy bear 
burdens, fight battles, endure sufferings, exert ener- 
gies, carry cosmic concerns,—and are in general more 
harassed, tired, beset, and busy than other mortals. 

It is hard to be involved with life and stuffy about 
life at the same time. Natwralness is an engaging 
quality!—Lutheran Seminary Record, Chicago. 
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Pet Shows 


Children who have opportunity to own and 
care for animals are not likely to become delin- 
quents. “Our Dumb Animals,” February, 1946, 
issue, page 27, portrays in short story form 
what the ownership of a pony, “Peanuts,” did 
for one small boy, and the whole neighborhood 
of children. “Our Dumb Animals” is pub- 
lished monthly by the Massachusetts Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 48 
Central St., Norwood, Mass. The subscription 
rate is $1.00 a year, and we believe each issue 
is worth that to parents of growing children. 

Pet Shows may well be scheduled for week- 
ends, or over holidays, to avoid absence from 
school. Dramatization of brief animal stories 
will add much enjoyment as well as training. 
Scripts should be prepared by the children 
themselves, under supervision. Of course, there 
should be prizes for winners in every class. 
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CHRISTMAS 

Ancient in its dreaming, 
Modern in its revealing, 
Christmas means a Babe, so wee. 
Simple in its beginmng, 
Profound in its meaning, 

Christmas brings a Saviour to me. 
Lowly in its setting, 
Divine in its reaching, 

Christmas calls for bended knee. 

Louis J. Kovar 
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“And she brought forth her first-born son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn.” —Luke 2:7. 


HERE are two contrasts here. One is 

suggested by the scene in the inn; the 

other is suggested by the scene in the 
stable. One brings before us the spirit of 
faith and love. In what spirit do we come to 
this Christmas Day? Where is the spirit of 
Christ to be found and where is He born? In 
understanding hearts and in those who love 
the Lord. The spirit of the inn was the spirit 
of those who did not understand; the spirit 
before the manger was the spirit of those who 
had understanding hearts. He was rejected by 
the inn; there was no room for Him in the 
inn. Why was there no room? He was 
crowded out by facts and things which in 
themselves are legitimate, if they do not take 
all the room. 


Those Who Make Room for Jesus 

That is the attitude of many households, 
and many individuals toward Christianity and 
the Christ Child of today? Simply that of 
the inn—crowded out! No room for Him in 
their lives, no room for Him in their inter- 
ests; crowded out by many human values which, 
in themselves, are legitimate and reasonable and 
just, but which have no right to take all the 
room. 

There are three groups before the manger 
and they symbolize for us in a parable, the 
attitudes and moods of those who receive 
Jesus as the Spirit of God. They created an 
opportunity through their good will; they made 
possible the presence of God as an active, 
beneficent spirit of goodness. 


Mary and Joseph 
1. First of all there are Mary and Joseph. 


What do they symbolize? What is the oppor- 
tunity of good will which they created? Mary 
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and Joseph received the Spirit of Jesus because 
they loved Him. They were nearest to Him, 
He was their child. Of course they could not 
crowd Him out. Could you crowd out of your 
family, your dear child? Could you crowd 
out of your household your son or daughter? 
You have many other interests—business, and 
cares, and pleasures. You give them all room, 
but you do not crowd out this darling child; 
and why? Because you love him and because 
you are nearest to him. Mary and Joseph 
received the child because they were His par- 
ents; they were nearest to Him; and they loved 
Him. God comes to you in the same way. 

My friends, there is no magic about Christ- 
mas; there is no necromancy of the skies; there 
is no strange and wild miracle. It is as simple 
and noble and unfathomable as humanity; God 
comes to you through humanity; God comes to 
you as He came to that first Bethlehem, first of 
all through your family, first of all through the 
humanity nearest and dearest to you. The 
Christ Child is born in your family when you 
love your family. The spirit of Christmas 
comes to your household when you love your 
family. The spirit of Christ Jesus is with you 
when you cherish these friends. 

Now then take that real human experience 
and consider it in all its widest implications. 
You receive the spirit of God, and the Christ 
Child comes to you when your Church is looked 
upon by your heart as a family of God and a 
household of faith; and the spirit of Christ is 
born in your Church. You love the member- 
ship of this Church as one household of faith. 
Consider this human reality in all its far-flung 
implications: “All people that on earth do 
dwell” are members of one family. Here is 
the household of God, for God is the Father 
of all. When your attitude towards all races 
and kindred and men is the mood of sympathy 
and discernment and wise judgment, then the 
spirit of the Christ Child enters your world. 
Of course, you don’t crowd Him out because 
you do not crowd out the members of your own 
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family. When you do not crowd out the mem- 
bers of the household of God throughout the 
earth you are not crowding out the Christ; you 
are receiving Him, you are bringing Him in, 
and Christ is born unto the world. This room 
of Mary and Joseph is that room in your life 
which is called the room of the affections. 
This is the room consecrated to love; and when 
your love is that of Mary and Joseph, then you 
are able to receive Christ into your own family, 
into your own church, into your own country 
and this world of God. 

What is the first room in your life into 
which you will admit the spirit of Jesus? 
Even the room of the affections, the room of 
Mary and Joseph. 


The Wise Men 

_ 2. Here is the second group before the 
manger. It is the group called the wise men. 
They have seen His star in the east; they have 
come to worship Him. They see a little child; 
they kneel before Him and they give Him 
presents—gold, frankincense and myrrh. So 
God comes to you as He came to people then, 
in no strange, miraculous ways but simply 
through your humanity. Mary and Joseph 
mean that God comes to you when you love; 
the wise men mean that God comes to you 
when you think. Here is the room of the 
mind, a chamber dedicated to meditation and 
thought and deep reflection and sacred visions 
and holy remembrances. This was the room 
through which the wise men came to Jesus. 
They made room for Him in their thinking; 
they made room for Him in their minds. And 
God will come to you when you make room for 
Him in your thinking. What did their think- 
ing mean? It meant in the first place that they 
were true to the star. These men had a light 
and they followed it. They followed it from 
far-off countries. They left all and followed 
the star. They made room for Jesus. 

You have your star; you have your light. 
The Star of Bethlehem is the light within you. 
The light within you is the spirit of God, 
divine and holy and sure. Follow that light. 
Make room for that light. And you will come 
to God and God will come to you. You read 
in the New Testament about the unpardonable 
sin. The unpardonable sin is allowing the 
darkness within you to crowd out the light. 
The unpardonable sin is this destruction of 
your own personality. You come to God and 
God comes to’ you when, like the wise men, 
you make room for Him in your thought and 
follow that light within you which is the very 
source of all your intellectual life. 
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And when they came to Bethlehem what 
after all did they find? A little child; and 
the child of peasants. A little child; the off- 
spring of a despised race. But they were wise 
men; they saw through this humanity the 
promise of a divine manhood. God comes to 
you and you come to Him through your think- 
ing when you are able to see in your humanity 
the possibilities of a divine life. You see that 
most easily in those nearest to you because you 
love them. You see it with difficulty in those 
more remote. It is hard for you to see the 
divine possibilities in many races, in many 
countries of God’s family; but the wise man 
will make so much room for the spirit of God 
in his thinking that he will find in some 
measure and in some degree the divine and 
holy light in all the peoples of the earth. 

What is the second room in your life? It 
is the room of the wise men. Make room for 
Him in your thinking and you will find that 
the spirit of Christmas comes to you. 


The Shepherds 


3. There is a third group which is the group 
of the shepherds. They also make room for 
Jesus. These are the men of Israel; they are 
the workers on the hills of Judea; they cherish 
the hope of Israel; they work and they hope. 
The great majority of people have to work. 
The shepherds symbolize that class, and many, 
many workers have not much opportunity for 
reading and for studying. Like the shepherds, 
they are tired when the day’s work is over. 
But these shepherds made room for the great 
hope of Israel; and no one works so hard 
today but what he can make room for the hope 
of Christianity. 

Your Christianity is a religion of hope; it is 
the conservation of hope. And you are good 
workmen, shepherds of Jesus Christ when you 
always make room for the hope of Bethlehem 
in all your toil. These men made room and so 
they came to Christ and Christ came to them. 
Make room for Him in your labour; make room 
for Him in your toil; make room for Him in 
your business, in your studies, and you will 
find God coming to you and you will come to 
God. This is Christianity—God living within 
you. This is the spirit that He desires from 
everyone in this house; not the spirit of the 
inn, which crowded Him out, but the spirit of 
the manger, which made room for Him in 
love, like Mary and Joseph; which made room 
for Him in the mind, like the wise men from 
the east; which made room for Him in work, 
like the shepherds of Judea. 

The life of Jesus was altogether given to 
God. Every room in His life was filled with 
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the glory of God: the room of love, the room 
of thinking, the room of toil—all these rooms 
were filled with the spirit of His heavenly 
Father. And when Christian people, His dis- 
ciples and His followers, also fill these rooms 
with the spirit that was in Christ their master, 
then their lives begin to take on the glory that 
men saw in the face of Jesus. The tragedy in 
many households in our city today is this: no 
room for Jesus. He is crowded out. The 
glory in many households in our city is this: 
room for Him in all the activities and the 
interests of life. 

_ Let the spirit of Jesus be made visible this 
week. You are coming to Christmas, to this 
Holy Festival, as to the spring and fountain 
from which all our Christian interests flow. 
Look, then, for your parable in a great river 
running through a city. It speaks of deep 
floods and ships and oceans, and we hear 
whispers of the tides. But way beyond, in the 
hills afar off, is the spring. It is quiet, it is 
clear; it is clean. If you look into the spring 
you can see the reflection of your face; and the 
image of the sun. Now, then, Christianity is 
a tiver, the streams whereof make glad the city 
of God. We see it throughout the year in 
flood and freshet bearing the freight of human- 


ity, carrying on its waters the tides from the 
far-off deep to which all travellers sail. But 
at Christmas time we see the spring. On 
Christmas Day we turn to the fountain of this 
living water. That spring is the spirit of 
Jesus Christ. Looking into that pure life you 
see the image of the Father. When that spring 
is clear so that men, looking into it, may see 
the glory of God, when that life which is yours, — 
is as ‘clean as river sand,” so that men, looking 
into it, see something of the glory of God, 
then you have the spirit of Bethlehem and you~ 
have made room for Christ. When that spring 
is trodden under foot so that men, looking 
into it, see nothing of the glory of God, then” 
it simply means that you have crowded Him 
out and there is no room for Him theres 
Remember that the glory of the Christmas Day 
is simply making room for Jesus. Remember 
that the tragedy of the Christmas week is) 


‘allowing the interests of this life to crowd 


Him out. Remember there was no room for 
Him in the inn. Remember, also, there was 
room for Him at the manger, because those 
who loved, loved Him; and those who thought, 
thought moreover upon Him; and those who 
worked, hoped also in Him.—Christian World 
Pulpit. 
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Text; Luke 2:14 .... to men of good will.” 


N THE King James version, our text reads, 
“, .. good will toward men.” This would 
seem to include all mankind. The Revised 
Version limits peace on earth to men of good 
will. Does Christ bring peace on earth for all 
men, or only for the few? It would seem 
that only the chosen few can really enjoy the 
peace Christ brings. The rest cannot appre- 
ciate this peace. 

While salvation is for the whole human 
race, it appears that the whole human race is 
not for salvation, does not seek it, does not 
want it. So the blessings of salvation come 
only upon those who want salvation, upon men 
of good will. This limitation is not of God’s 
making, it is man’s fault. If man wants God, 
he must seek Him while He may be found and 
call upon Him while He is near, 
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The whole human race may be divided into 
two classes, on the basis of our text: 
The men of good will 
The men of evil will. ‘ 
In one of these two classes, the whole race of 
man is found. We are either for God or we 
are against Him. We cannot serve two 
masters. We are either saved or unsaved. _ 


The Challenge of the Heavenly Chorus 

While the angel’s song is a song of hope, 
it is also a hymn of challenge. Peace on e 
is promised, blessed peace. But in this very 
promise there rings a challenge; if you want 
peace, then you must measure up to peace, 
you must deserve peace by being men of good 
will. No one can have peace who has not 
fulfilled the conditions that bring peace. No 
one can have salvation without a new heart of 
love and good will to God and man. 

The challenge of this song then is, get right 
with God and God will get right with you. 
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Meet God half way and He will bless you. 
We must stand on the promises of God, if we 
wish to enjoy their fulfillment. This is the 
challenge of Christmas to us, it is ours if we 
take it. Peace on earth then is not to all men, 
but only to men of good will. 

This is true in a family. There is only peace 
in a family, if there is good will on the part 
of all the members. Or there is peace only. 
among the members of the family who have 
good will toward one another. Nations also 
have peace only if they are nations of good 
will to the other nations. Evil-will produces 
evil and hatred and strife and warfare. An 
evil will cannot bring peace nor enjoy it. 


Jesus Came Because the World Needed Him 


The world needs Jesus to bring it salvation 
and peace. Jesus came to bring salvation and 
peace. This was His mission. This is why we 
have Christmas. Jesus came not to condemn 
the world and destroy it but to give it life 
and that more abundantly. . 

There are two classes of people in the world 
that Jesus came to minister unto: 

1. The men of good will 

2. The men of evil will. 
He came to bring peace to men of good will. 
He came to transform men of evil will into 
men of good will, so that He might give them 
peace also. He transformed Saul of Tarsus 
into Paul the Apostle. He took vacillating 
Simon and transformed him into the rock, 
Simon Peter. The needs of all men are great, 
but Christ can supply all our needs. 

The two classes of people in the world may 
be designated also: 

1. The kind 

2. The cruel. 
Christ came to transform the kind into the 
loving, the cruel into the kind and loving. 
~The kind are the meek who are to inherit the 
eatth. The cruel are the selfish who are to 
inhabit Hell. All of us are in one class or the 
other. We are meek like Christ; or we are 
cruel like those who put Christ to death. 

The cruel enjoy torturing others. They te- 
joice in the pain and misery of their fellow- 
men. They run the concentration camps and 
horror prisons of the world. Torquamada de- 
lighted in making people suffer. All the 
cruel are not this cruel. Some are cruel only 
in cutting words and mean talk, but they are 
still cruel at heart and enjoy making other 
_ people unhappy. If they did not fear the law, 
‘they might add physical torture to mental tor- 
ture, who knows? 

The meek suffer long and are kind. They 


are not easily provoked and make no evil 
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schemes to hurt their neighbor. They look on 
the best side of every person and hope for the 
best. They weep with those that weep and 
rejoice with those that do rejoice. They are 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 

Christ can transform the cruel into the kind, 
the unloving into the loving. He came to 
seek and to save the cruel, those who live by 
Jungle Law, “red in tooth and claw.” He 
came to soften and civilize humanity. In this 
way, He will bring peace on earth and good 
will to men. Unless the Lord build our house 
of peace, we labor in vain to build it by our 
United Nations Organization. 


Do You Have Peace? 


Do you have the peace of God that passes 
all understanding? Or are you at war, within 
and without? Peace depends upon what class 
you ate in. You will have peace if you are a 
person of good will. Where do you stand? 
In what category do you place yourself? 
Among the kind or the cruel? 

Scrooge found peace in later life, only when 
he found in his heart the same spirit of Christ- 
mas that was in the heart of Tiny Tim. 
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the earth.” —_— 


The Shepherd Boy 


I read a beautiful little story about a shepherd 
boy. He was keeping the sheep in a flowery meadow, 
and because his heart was happy he sang so loudly 
that the surrounding hills echoed his song. One 
morning the king, who was on a hunting trip, spoke 
to him and said: “Why are you so happy, my boy?” 

“Why should I not be happy?” answered the boy. 
“Our king is not richer than I.” 

“Indeed,” said the king. “Pray tell me of your 
gteat possessions.” 

The shepherd boy answered: “The sun in the 
bright blue sky shines as brightly upon me as upon 
the king; the flowers upon the mountain and the 
grass in the valley grow and bloom to gladden my 
sight as well as his. I would not take one hundred 
thousand dollars for my hands; my eyes are of more 
value than all the precious stones in the world. I 
have food and clothing, too. Am I not as rich as 
the king?” 

“You are right,” said the king with a smile. 


“But your greatest treasure is your contented heart. 


Keep it so, and you will always be happy.’’—Jewel. 


Life, I know not what thou art, 
But know that thou and I must part; 
And when, or how, or where we met 
I own to me’s a secret yet. 
Life, we’ve been long together 
Through pleasant and through cloudy weather; 
Tis hard to part when friends are dear— 
Perhaps ’twill cost a sigh, a tear; 
Then steal away, give little warning, 
Choose thine own time; : 
Say not Good Night—but in some brighter clime 
Bid me Good Morning. 

—Mrs, A. L, Barbauld. 
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“Sir, we would see Jesus.” John 12:21. 


to the birth of Christ it is well to re- 

call the inquiry of certain Greeks who 
had come up to Jerusalem *for the festival. 
They found one of the disciples, Philip, and 
inquired, ‘Sir, we would see Jesus.” The 
Moffat translation changes the wording in this 
manner, ‘Sir, we want to see Jesus.” From the 
beginning of Jesus’ life to the close men were 
looking for Him.. Those men, coming with 
this earnest request, no doubt, were looking for 
reality. 

When Jesus was born in the city of David 
the Magi came with the same quest—they, too, 
wanted to see Jesus, and they had come a long 
distance following the gleam. The humble 
shepherds were in the same category. After 
their vision on the Judean hills they came to 
the manger with the request raised by the 
Greeks. Multitudes since have been seeking 
Him. 

If we sincerely want to see Jesus our desires 
will come to maturity. If we diligently look 
we can find Him in the realm of literature. 
Among the countless books, biographies, 
poetry, essays, commentaries, and especially in 
the Book of Books, Jesus stands out. When 
we come to this mountain of material with the 
request of the Greeks, without question He 
will greet us along the way. 

Through the channel of art Jesus can be 
seen. There are inspiring and impressive inter- 
pretations of the masters which point Him out 
with clear outline. We can see Him in Hoff- 
man’s “Christ in Gethsemane.” We see Him 
struggling and then emerging triumphantly. In 
Leonardo da Vinci's “Head of Christ’ and 
“The Last Supper,’ Christ is to be seen. These 
works as well as the works of Rubens, Hunt, 
and Todd bring out the appearance of the 

Master of all life. 

Over and above the tinsel, decorations, trees, 
fine as these are, we with observation can see 
Jesus in men. This portrait of Jesus is irre- 
sistible and it is the only sight of Christ some 
will ever see. Stephen died outside of the city 
wall, with a prayer on his lips for his enemies, 
and in so doing a young man by the name of 
Saul saw Jesus in Stephen. That portrait started 
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Saul on the way to Christ. In the hinterlands 
of Africa, Stanley saw Jesus in Livingstone. 
Those who have been captured by the spirit of 
Jesus are those who manifest the picture of 
Jesus that we admire and are challenged by. 


Paul, after his heavenly vision, paid Christians - 


a great tribute when he said, “Ye are living 
letters, known and read of all men.” 

In addition, we by experience, can see Jesus 
with the eye of faith. This is the most abiding 
and most satisfactory manner of seeing Jesus. 
Those who have not in some vision seen the 
Master, have missed a choice portion of their 
religious experience. In a definite way this 
way of seeing Jesus is brought to light on the 
Emmaus road. 

Sincere seeking ultimately leads to finding. 
In that lovely Christmas story, the Wise Men 
found the King of the Jews. In that fresh and 


sparkling tale of the birth of the Christ the ~ 


shepherds came from tending their sheep and 
found. Not all the shepherds would have seen 
and heard and found, but these men could see 
above their flocks. 


Finding leads to following if the vision is 


to amount to much. That is what happened 
when the humble fishermen saw Jesus. The 


gteat Teacher looked into their faces and said, ~ 


“Follow me.” That is what happened when 
Paul was struck on the Damascus way and the 
apostle followed to the martyr’s grave. It is 
comparatively easy to see and find Jesus; it is 
quite another matter to follow Him. We are 
inclined to say, ‘“We will follow Thee, but . . .” 
Following Jesus is more than reciting a creed; 
it means following Him down all the paths of 
life. It is said that when Michelangelo came 
down from scaffolding from which he had 
been painting the frescoes of a high ceiling he 
had become so accustomed to looking upward 
that he had difficulty in turning his eyes to the 
ground. That is the experience in store for us 
when we see, find, and follow the Galilean. 
He will set our souls upward. ’ 
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Is a year: 

And what shall go in it? 
Courage, and laughter, and hope to begin it; 
Vigor to make it and patience to mend it. 
Love to go through it and praise to end it. 
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Text: “For all things are yours.’’—I Corinthians 
3:21. 


Mis OF our thinking and planning 


relates to material things. We have 
become accustomed to talking in terms 
of millions and billions. Money is at the center 
of American life. Our life is beset with losses 
and assets; income and outgo. Of us it can be 
truthfully said, 
“The world is too much with us; late and soon 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our 
e powers.” 
The income brackets preach a great sermon as 
to earning capacity. The government has made 
us conscious of this fact. 

What about spiritual emphases? We have 
been impressed by the rise in our national 
‘income. Is there a danger that our spiritual 
income may be weak? Men and women 
through all the centuries have been interested, 
and rightly so, in their material needs. Here 
is a man in the first century who writes to 
certain Christians concerning their spiritual in- 
come. And his language is pregnant with 
spiritual meaning. The children of God, says 
the Apostle, have never realized their wealth. 

Wherein does this wealth lie? What is the 
meaning of it? Can we still claim it? It is 
significant that the great message of the Apostle 
arises out of a church quarrel at Corinth. 
Quarrelling Christians are never effective in 
their witnessing. But, here in this kindly 
rebuke of Paul, lies the source of the Christian’s 
wealth. 

A part of the Christian’s spiritual income 
is the heritage of Christian teachers. We have 
never paid just tribute to Christian teachers and 
leaders. Arguments were rife at Corinth con- 
cerning the merits of the teachers who had 
ministered unto them. “Therefore let no man 
glory in men. For all things are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s.” What riches are here! 
Insofar as great preaching was concerned the 
church at Corinth had been blest by the greatest 
preachers of that age or any age. But, cliques 
had been formed, and parties had been or- 
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~ YOUR SPIRITUAL 
INCOME 
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ganized,—the Apollos-party; the Paul-party, 
and the Cmca peu ae 

Instead of fault-finding we owe a debt of 
gratitude to teachers and preachers who have 
brought us great spiritual truth. Our lives have 
been enriched by others. We are the spiritual 
inheritors of the past, the prophets, teachers, 
and do not forget the part of Christian parents, 
and a host of others who have made our lives 
richer and fuller. No generation has had 
opportunities for spiritual culture like ours. 
Ministers have access to great libraries, ser- 
monic helps that past generations never had. 
More Christian literature is issued every year. 
Parents may avail themselves with good maga- 
zines for their children. The doors of the 
church are open to all and our Bible schools 
offer opportunities to youth and age alike to 
become better acquainted with the Word of 
God. “All things are yours,” in Christian 
teaching and doctrine. 

The boundlessness of the wealth of the 
Christian is seen as the Apostle attempts to 
describe it,” or the world, or life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come; all are 
yours.’ Here is the Golconda of faith, and the 
Apostle strains the language to tell us of its 
richness. 

There is a feverish anxiety in our day to 
possess things. Money looms large in the eyes 
of men, but it is not the greatest thing. A 
human being can spend very little upon him- 
self, legitimately, but the riches of grace keep 
multiplying as the Christian draws upon this 
unfailing source of supply. There are vast 
spiritual resources which we have never 
touched. The greatest of all things for us is 
the love of God in Christ. Working out from 
that as the center there are many ways by which 
the Christian comes to a full realization of his 
privileges. Sometimes men ask, Of what good 
is worship in the sanctuary? What is the value 
of Bible study and prayer? What reward is 
there for Christian service and helpfulness to 
our fellow men? If these are taken out of 
life, much of the good of life has gone. 

The tragedy of much of life is found in the 
fact that men do not realize their possessions. 
How is it with the man who has never ac- 
cepted the Lord as his Saviour? He has never 
entered into the fullness of the love of God. 
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Henry David Thoreau saw more of nature and 
appreciated the beauties of it more than many 
people who had travelled around the world. 
However, he lived in a hut near Walden pond. 
Turner, the landscape painter, saw more in a 
sunset than any man of his generation. Now- 
adays we have men of wealth who own fine 
libraries but do not know how to appreciate 
the richness of the literature they contain... We 
have many people who can sing the’ Star- 
Spangled Banner, but they know little of the 
finer things of real patriotism. It is impossible 
for one to be a Christian and yet not possess the 
riches that Christ has promised. 

Faith is the key that unlocks this treasure- 
house of riches. Inquiry as to how one may 
possess this great wealth leads to the discovery 
that faith is essential. Jesus was ever saying 
to men, ‘According to your faith, be it unto 
you.” He said that if men had faith the size 
of a mustard seed that they could do wonders. 
If faith brings to us the riches of God’s love 
and grace, then, lack of it means poverty of 
spirit. 

While the Christians at Corinth were bick- 
ering and fighting about petty matters they 
were within reach of great riches. They lacked 
faith. They had put their trust in personalities. 
Too often Christians make the same mistake. 
The power of the Gospel resides not in individ- 
~ uals but it is applied by the Holy Spirit. Men 
ate the ministers of God’s grace to others, but 
the redeeming and saving power for the souls 
of men comes from a knowledge of Christ. 
It is even so as Christ is offered to men. He 
has wrought salvation for men through His 
death on the Cross. As the Apostle John 
says, ‘‘He is the propitiation for our sins; and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.” Faith comes in as our aid to 
the appropriating of what God has done for 
us. It is through the acceptance of Christ's 
work for us that we are saved. All great souls 
have experienced this saving faith. Through 
thick and thin, as the poet pictures for us the 
ships he sent out, there was one that never 
failed to come back, and that was Faith— 


“For Joy was caught by Pirate Pain, 
Hope ran upon a hidden reef, 

And Love, too, fire and foundered fast 
In whelming seas of grief. 


“Faith came at last, storm-tossed and torn, 
But recompensed me all my loss; 
For as a cargo, safe, she bore 
A Crown linked to a Cross.” 


Insofar as the medium of this wealth is con- 
cerned there can be just one center, Christ. 
He is the channel through which this un- 
bounded wealth comes. There is a complete 
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circle, as the child of God is bound “in the 
bundle of life,’ ‘All things are yours; ye ar 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.’” It is throug 
Christ that such an inheritance comes. Ther 
is no danger, therefore, of inflation or collapse. 
There naturally follows a need for a revi- 
sion of values. Worldly scales are no longe 
adequate to mark the resources that Christiani 
brings. As we look back to the first cen 
we might well ask, who has the greater wealth 
Paul or Nero, Jesus or Pilate? Though Paul 
may for the time being be in the Mamertine 
prison, and Christ on a Cross, yet they possess 
all things. In that fine paean of praise, Paul 
outlines to the Romans the fact that nothing 
should be able “to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


bv) 
JUNIOR PULPIT 


The King Appears 


Once upon a time there was a very wise 
Queen, a very lovely Queen, who had ruled 
for many years over her subjects. They all” 
loved their Queen very greatly, so the word 
of her being gravely ill brought grief to the 
whole country. 

It was not long before the Queen died and 
the sorrowing people were notified of the pass- 
ing of their Queen. But before she had passed 
away she left a message for her people saying 
that after her death, her son, whom they had 
never seen, was to be their King and to rule 
over them and she asked that they be loyal 
subjects to their new King. And they promised 
that they would. 

The new ruler turtied out to be a very wise 
and a very kind king and the people were 
happy under his rule. Everything he did 
seemed to be for their good. He just seemed 
to know how to make his people happy and — 
keep them that way. And they were surprised — 
and curious about their new king whom they 
had not seen. 

So, one day a group of them who wanted — 
their King to know how thankful they were 
for his many kindnesses, went to the Palace — 
and asked that they might look upon the King’s — 
face, so they could know what he looked like. 

And the King came out and appeared before — 
them in his regal robes and with a crown on 
his head. They were speechless at first, but 
finally one called, ‘I have seen thy face before” — 
and others took up the cry. 

Actually, they: all knew that face, for they 
had seen it often, for, wearing poor clothes 
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and no crown, the King had fre uently walked 
among them, in the streets and byways of the 
towns, showing kindnesses and gentleness to all 
who were in need. They had long thought of 
him as some unknown friend, so when he 
appeared before them in fine robes and a 
jeweled crown, they knew his face. 

That comes, little folks, about as close to 
telling what Christmas means as any story can. 

At Christmas our King comes to earth in the 
form of a tiny baby and we can see His face. 
But God was in the world long before the first 
Christmas, ruling with divine love and wisdom. 
We didn’t recognize Him or even know Him, 
but His blessed powers and providence were at 
work and all His people shared in His grace. 
He was among us just like the new King of 
our story, but we didn’t know Him. 

Then came that first Christmas when our 
King was revealed to us and we were given 
to know about His benefits to us and of His 
great love for us. 

So, again this Christmas, let us rejoice and 
be glad, that like the subjects of that other 
wise King, we, too, may look upon the face 
of our King and be glad all our days. 
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Looking Two Ways 


I wonder if you little folks know why the 
first month of each year is named January. Well 
this is the story. It was named by the old 
Roman people, after one of their gods whose 
name was Janus. Janus couldn't have been 
very pretty for_he had two faces, according to 
the old legend. One face looked forward and 
the other looked backward. We could use two 
faces in these days when we have to watch all 
the time when crossing streets, for the auto- 
mobiles. But there -weren’t automobiles in 
those days and just why Janus had two faces, 
I really don’t know. But two faces they say 
he did have and so he was able to look ahead 
into the future and to look back into the past. 

And that is what we should do on New 
Year's Day, look back over the year just ended 
and then look ahead and plan for the year that 
is just starting. 

When we look back over the year 1946 we 
all can see or remember things we did which 
were not as nice as they might have been, 
There were times when we spoke shortly and 
maybe angrily to mother or father or friend. 
There were times when we actually did things 
which hurt other people, and they hurt us too, 
for when we hurt our friends it always turns 
out that we have hurt ourselves more than we 
hurt them. 
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Then there were times when we disobey 
and times when we wanted our Own way an 
maybe there were times when we were not as 
truthful as we should have been. All those 
things hurt little people just as they hurt 
grown-ups. 

But those things we did and said are all of 
the past. There is nothing we can do now to 
correct them, for once a word is spoken or a 
deed done, there is no power on earth that 
will bring them back, no matter how sorry we 
may be for them. : 

So the one and only thing to do is to let 
them serve as warnings to us, so that we will 
not do the same wrong thing or say the same 
wrong words in the new year. When a New 
Year's Day comes around, it is a fine time to 
decide to wipe the old slate all clean and start 
all over again trying to be the good boy and 
the good girl we really want to be, down in 
our hearts. g 

Maybe that will call for help from someone 
else. There is no one you can take with you 
through the New Year who can help you as 
much as Jesus. If you ask Him to guide you 
and give you new strength and direct your way 
so that you will avoid the mistakes you made 
last year, you will find that He will be glad 
to help you and to go with you so that yours 
will really be a Happy New Year. 


Right Side Out 


Did you ever hear of that little boy who 
had been cross all day and complained and 
found fault? Everything he did went wrong. 
Every place he went, he made others unhappy. 
He wasn’t that way always, but the day I am 
telling about, was that way. He just turned 
everything sort of inside out and brought unhap- 
piness where there had been happiness. And 
that is bad. 

Well, his mother didn’t say anything to him 
about acting that way for a long time. She 
thought that if she was patient with him he 
would soon get over it. But he didn’t. He 
made his little sister cry. He stepped on the 
Kitty's tail. But he didn’t care, for he was 
cross and owly and finally mother had to take 
him in hand, and she did. 

She hustled him up to his room and before 
closing the door she said, “I want you to get 
out of your clothes, turn them all inside out, | 
then put them on while they are inside out and 
come down stairs again.” Then she closed the 
room door and left him to himself. 

When he came downstairs, he was a funny- 
looking boy, with all the seams and linings 
and pockets of his coat and pants, on the 
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outside, and from the way he was fidgeting 
the rough outer surface of his clothes didn’t 
feel too good against his skin either. 

He stood before his mother looking pretty 
sheepish and didn’t quite understand what it 
was all about, but his mother soon took care 
of that. 

“Bob,” she said, “you don’t know why I 
asked you to do that, do you?” 

He said he did not, and began to whimper 
a little. 

“Well, I'll tell you why,” were her next 
words. ‘That is to show you just what you 
have been doing today. You have turned 
everything inside out and upside down. You 
have been making the worst out of everything, 
and I thought if you really wanted to be that 


way, you should be dressed that way, too. No 
how do you like it?” 

Of course he didn’t like it, you may be s 
of that, and so his mother let him go back 
to his room to fix his clothes right and to fix 
his spirit right, too, and he was glad to get 
upstairs and change both. , 

We all, old and young alike, have been 
given spirits and dispositions and characters 
which are supposed to be worn with 
attractive side on the outside. We are suppose 
to wear our faces, our thought, our manners, 
our tempers, just like our clothes, right side 
out and much of our own unhappiness and the 
unhappiness we cause others comes from wear- 
ing them wrong side out. We are wisest when 
we make it a practice of living, wholly, right 
side out—Adapted. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Gifts of Grace 


John 15:16. “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained you, that he 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain; that whatsoever 
he shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you.” 

We are constantly reminded in the Word of 
God of the lavishness of His grace. How won- 
derful that He should so lavish upon us the 
‘Gifts of His grace! Our .salvation was God- 
planned and God-executed. Even the matter of 
our entering in was His idea, before it was 
ours. 

What a contrast between the world’s gifts 
and His. When God gives, he has just as 
much left. When the world gives it has that 
much less. Giving never impoverishes Him; 
when He gives, He gives of Himself; He is 
eternal and without limitation. Here is a reser- 
voir without bottom, a bank with limitless 
resources. He is “able to make all grace abound 
toward you,” not merely for the daily task, but 
for the daily trial; not only for Christian work, 
but for Christian waiting—Wz#ll Houghton. 


Ses 
Salt to Season and Preserve 


Matt. 5:13. “Ye are the salt of the earth: but 
but if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith 
shall it be salted?” 


Salt has 2 functions, to season and to pre- 
serve. Salt brings out the flavor of food. This 
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function may be explained in reverse, as a 
child one said, “salt is what makes food taste 
bad when you don’t put it in.” Life like food 
“tastes bad when it lacks the salt of Christian 
character.” Some think of the “‘salt’’ of Chris 


_tian living as a killjoy. Some do make 


mistake of opposing simple pleasures of cree 
day family life, on the ground that they af 
sinful. However, too many of us are accepti 

sensual pleasures, social amusements, strc 
vices from a matter-of-fact point of view, allow 
ing them to destroy character, virtue, and hap- 
piness. 3 

The life Jesus taught is not insipid; it is 
rich and full, challenging and worthwhile, no’ 
for some men, but for all who accept it, 
live it, to the best of their ability. We have 
ample demonstration of what life becomes, 
where the teachings of Jesus Christ are barred. 
as in Germany, Russia, and some of the con: 
quered lands. Christians the world over nov 
have the privilege of spreading the “‘salt’’ of 
Christian teaching and living; not alone in thei 
local communities, but in all communities. The 
body of Christian believers cannot be “‘saltec 
properly” until the sore of hate and distortior 
is removed from lands where. the door wa: 
barred to the salt of Jesus’ teaching. 

Salt also preserves, kills germs and prevent 
decay. This method of preserving was 
everywhere until the advent of electric refrig 
eration, and mechanical preservation. 

Agents of ‘decay are working everywhere it 
our fair land to destroy character. Youn; 
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people are taught cunningly that they can exist 
and maintain themselves without working; a 
disrespect for laws of the home and the land; 
they look at sumptuous films, depicting gross 
and sensuous immorality and disloyalty, murder 
with attendant publicity not purchaseable by 
right-living people; they hear smoothly accept- 
able voices on the radio, dramatizing lurid 
crimes and flaunting of the law and its legally 
constituted officers. Young people, whose char- 
acters ate being formed by a million contacts 
and experiences, see their elders pay the price 
of admission to films which should be barred; 
they sit with them while listening to hours of 
crime stories, dramatized by highly paid and 
accomplished actors; they read mystery and 
crime magazines and books purchased by their 
elders, and left within easy reach. 

There is ONE remedy for all this decay, 
which must be applied before it is too late; 
calm reflection will prove to any citizen, young 
or old, that decay of any kind progresses, if 
left alone, and on its own. It cannot cure 
itself. Moral decay is like any other decay, it 
grows until it destroys. There is ONE remedy, 
that is the salt of Christian character. Character 
is built step by step, and will regenerate a 
decaying standard, but Jesus Christ holds the 


one and only cure.—E. T. T. 
Pa 
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“Whodunits” on Radio and Screen 


Prov. 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

New York City’s Police Comissioner Arthur 
W. Wallander complained recently, as reported 
by Associated Press, that “Whodunits” (crime 
stories on screen and radio) tend to increase 
crime. Citing a 12.8% increase in major 
crimes in the city during the first six months 
of 1946, Commissioner Wallander listed as 
other causes post-war unrest, availability of 
souvenit war weapons, unemployment, lack of 
parental coftrol, and published accounts of 
criminal activities in current news. 
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Local Stations in National Hook-Ups 


John 17:26. “And I have declared unto them 
thy name, and will declare it; that the love 
wherewith thou has loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 

A traveler in America may sometimes find 
himself in an out-of-the-way place, far from 
any metropolitan area. He is in a little town 
in the deep south or in a rural area of the 


Midwest. He turns on a radio. A station is. 


announced of which he has never heard. Upon 
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. tells the right from wrong 


inquiry he discovers it has a transmitter that 
not very powerful, reaching a radius of o 
about a hundred miles. Yet, to his astonish- 
ment he finds that he is hearing the Philhat- 
monic Symphony Society playing a composition 
in New York. The little station is the local 
outlet for the deathless music. I have had the 
same kind of experience in visiting a little 
church in some sparsely populated area. Not 
many people are present. The preacher is not 
a great orator or profound thinker, but m 
times in the service there is sounded s le 
authentic note of God’s truth, as it has come 
down through the centuries in Christian 
churches. This little church is the local outl 
for the undying message; it is plain that the 
speaker is not speaking for himself alone— 
is trying to give voice to the Church of the 
ages. 

“The consecrated minister does not think of 
himself as the speaker; the others as listeners. 
All speak; all listen. The minister is trying to 
say what God is saying through all of them 
to all of them; he is speaking to himself as 
well as to others—Rolland W. Schloerb, in 
“The Preaching Ministry Today,” Harpers. 
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Peace, Goodwill Toward Men 
Prov. 26:20. “Where no wood is, there the 
fire goeth out; so where there is no tale 
bearer, the strife ceaseth.” . 
Prov. 30:8-9, 33. Col. 2:2-3. “... Being knit 
together in love.” 
Lying, fighting, liquor are taboo among the 
Islanders of Nunivak, approximately 200 miles 
southwest of Nome, Alaska, according to 
Edwin Butters of Coldwater, Michigan, dealer 
in wild meats, who returned from a visit to 
the northland early this month. (Nov. 9, 1946, 
UP) : 
“They do not lie nor steal, and they don't 
fight,” says Butters. “It is a matter of honor 
not to quarrel. Tobacco and liquor are not 
permitted on the island. The residents attend 
the Protestant Church, and the native children 
attend a school taught by a white couple.” 
—— 


Our Conscience 
Job 35:5. “Look unto the heavens, and see; 
— behold the clouds which are higher than 
thou.” ; 
Prov. 29:18. “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish: but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is be.” 
Our conscience is that certain thing . . . That 
... And tries to 
hold our hopes up high . . . And keep our 
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courage strong .. . It is a walkie-talkie set... 
By which we speak of God .. . and learn at 
last the proper way . . . To live upon this sod 
_. . It cautions us against excess . . . In every- 
thing we do... And it reminds us that it 
pays... To be upright and true... . Of 
course we may not listen to . . . Its counsel and 
advice... And when we do not follow it... 
We have to pay the price . . . But we should be 
aware that there . . . Is nothing we can hide 
_.. And we should have sense to Jet . . . Our 
conscience bé our guide.—James ]. Metcalfe. 
a 
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The New Challenge 


Prov. 3:5. “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own under- 
Standing.” 

Prov. 3:27. “Withhold not good from them 
to whom it is due, when it is in the power 
of thine hand to do it. 

Justice Wendell Holmes said; “I always 
thought when I got to be fourscore I could 
wrap my life up in a scroll, tie a pink ribbon 
around it, put it away in a drawer and go on 
doing the things I wanted to do. 

“But I learned when you have taken one 
trench there is always a new firing line be- 
yond.” 
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Decent People 
Prov. 8:13-17. “By me kings reign... . I love 
them that love me; and those who seek me 
find me early.’ 
Prov. 16:2. “The Lord weigheth the spirit.” 
“A cry from the North, from the West and 
- from the South 
Whence thousands travel daily to the time 
kept city; 
Where My Word is unspoken, 
In the land of lobelias and tennis flannels 
The rabbit shall burrow and the thorn revisit, 
The nettle shall flourish in the gravel court, 
And the wind shall say: Here were decent 
godless people, 
Their only monument the asphalt road 
And a thousand lost golf balls 
SS ae 
“We build in vain unless the Lord build with 
us. 
Can you keep the city that the Lord keeps not 
with you? 
A thousand policemen directing traffic 
Cannot tell you why you come or where you 
go. 


—Exchange. 
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Prov. 19:17. 


Goodwill In Action. 

‘ Lendeth unto the Lord.” ~ 

Col. 2:5. ... Yet am I with you in spirt 
joying and beholding your order, and th 
steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 

1 Thess. 5:14-15. “. . . Support the weak, 
patient toward all men.” 

400,000 food parcels, each containing 40,0) 
calories, weighing nearly 50 pounds each, were 
distributed in Germany up to the end of Octo 
ber, 1946, according to the announcement OF 
the Control Commission; parcels provided b 
an American relief organization. More parcel: : 
totaling 4,000 tons in weight, were expected 
November, 1946. 


a 
es 


Holy Night 
Our windows open to the sky, 
As soft we chant our gladsome lay, 
Joining with angels in the song 
To welcome Christ on Christmas Day. 


Wise Men and Shepherds long ago 

The Wonder saw, and went their way; 
Only Thy Spirit, God above, 

On earth with men was left to stay. 
The Gift once given, in Bethlehem’s Babe 

Is ours today, as from afar 


Still shines the light in hearts of faith, 
That shone for them who sought the Star. 


‘ 


Softly the echo of our song 
Brings peace to every anxious Care, 
As by the cradle of our heart 
We bow in silent, reverent prayer. 
—Ralph Welles Keeler. 
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Life Expectancy 


Dan. 12:2-3. Matt. 19:29. Luke 18:29-3 

John 8:16, 

The life expectancy of a child of 10 shoul 
be 800 years, because at the age of 10 the 
is only one death among each 1,160 children. 
Prof. H. S. Simms of Columbia University’ 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, is credited 
with the statement that if the same low death 
rate could be maintained among adults of 3 
40, or 50, then half our population might live 
to be 800 years old. The good doctor tells in 
The American Weekly, under the title, ‘Secret 
of Youth,’ what modern doctors and scientists 
are doing to help people approach these Methu- 
selah-like potentialities. We are told that it is 
“exciting” reading. $ 

Yet, every child born into human society, 
anywhere, any time, is assured of vee 
life, not 800 years, yet few people think of 
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the “Book of Life’ as exciting reading. Is it 
because we can comprehend somewhat the idea 
of continuing our existence on this earth for 
800 years and that we have not yet reached 
the spiritual maturity to understand any part 
of the Divine Creator’s promise of Everlasting 
Life? 
the Holy Spirit, has been “doing things to help 
us approach the realization of Life without 
end!” How exciting is this, in comparison to 
life on this earth for 800 years, in these frail 
and sinful bodies ? 
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Two Languages at Once 


Ezek. 2:17. 
watchman... 

Ezek. 2:21, 22. “Arise, go forth into the plain, 
and I will there talk with thee.” 

Ezek. 2:27. 


A youthful minister, the Rev. Mr. Herbert 
Rohe, missionary to the deaf in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., preaches to his congregation in two lan- 
guages at the same time, having mastered the 
tare art of speaking orally and using sign lan- 
guage simultaneously. He explained to a re- 
porter for the United Press Association that 
many deaf mutes who come to hear him preach 
cannot read lips. He said, ‘My greatest handi- 
cap was the accurate translation of biblical 
terms.” Mr. Rohe conducts services for the 
deaf in Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio. 

' All professing Christians, ministers and lay- 
men, preach in two languages continually, by 
the language of speech and the language of 
action and behaviour. Not all come to hear us 
preach or profess our faith in Christ; not all 
who come to hear can understand our preach- 
ing and witnessing; many see only our actions, 
and try to interpret Christianity on the basis 
of what they see. (Ezek. 2:20) 


as 
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“Son of man, I have made thee a 
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A New Year 

Prov. 29:18. “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.” 
What makes a New Year new? 
Not ringing bells or changing dates, 
For these soon cease, but not the weights 
Of tyranny or lust and greed 
On which small men and nations feed; 
The world grows big when love controls 
Its grasping, hardened, shrunken souls 
This makes a New Year new! 


What makes a New Year new? 

Not smug contentment with the past, 

The mould in which earth’s wrongs are cast; 
But prophets, unafraid, alive, 
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God himself, through Jesus Christ and’ 


FIRST-CAUSE CAPITAL 
“F’ FREEDOM 


_ “Aren't you interested in anything but Freedom?” 
inquired a critical pastor who feels we ought to be 
championing other social attitudes in our Crusade, 


We are interested in ALL social and religious 
problems but we crusade for Freedom and Freedom 
only — spiritual, first-cause, capital ‘‘F’” Freedom. 


Our crusade doesn’t try to deal with economic, 
social, or political problems except as they are in- 
volved directly in Freedom. We don’t try to solve the 
problems of strikes, rising prices, lack of meat, minor- 
ity groups, racial tensions, wars, social justice, drunk- 
enness, or any other, except Freedom. 


If Freedom is preserved categorical freedoms can 
survive and social, economic, and political problems 
can be worked out through the democratic process. 
But Freedom can’t be taken for granted. Recent 
trends threaten it. 


No small “‘f” freedom has ever inspired free men ° 
to crusade on its behalf. But for spiritual Freedom 
man has instituted renaissance, reformation, revolu- 
tion and revival. He will do it again. For man as a 
child of God has certain spiritual rights and Freedoms’ 
which he must not yield and which the state must 
not be permitted to usurp. 


All collectivisms are un-American and _anti- 
Christian. The avowed enemies of Freedom. Only 
wishful thinkers feel Freedom is not in danger in 
America. A thousand new ministers a month are 
joining this Crusade. Many of them because Paul 
Hutchinson’s recent book The New Leviathan has 
convinced them “it can happen here’. Would you 
like boiled-down reprints of the book for distribution 
to your parish? May we send you our monthly bul- 
letin, and a new booklet setting forth our philosophy, 
background, program and plans? 
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nology; FELIX MORLEY, Author, Editor; ALFRED NOYES, 
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publications. 
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To match the age; great souls who strive 
To furnish for man’s highest good 
True justice, peace, and brotherhood. 
This makes a New Year new! 

—George W. Wiseman. 
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Goodwill, Not Monopoly 


‘How I Got My Start!’ This most interest- 
ing topic in business was being discussed by the 
founder of a prosperous enterprise. “I got 
mine,” he said, “by turning my back on a 
‘great opportunity.” He told of running a 
small store in a small village, near a large 
lumber camp. The lumber camp had a com- 
pany store, where workers were required to buy 
so much that they had little money left. So 
strongly did they resent this ruling that what 
little was left was cheerfully spent in my little 
village store. I was building a good business 
in spite of unyielding competition. 

“One day,” he continued, “the superinten- 
dent dropped in. ‘Joe,’ he said, “how about 
taking over our company store? It’s a nuisance 
to us, you like running a store, and seem to 
be doing good at it. All the men will have te 
buy from you. You should make money hand 
over fist. Think it over, and let me know.’ ”’ 

A great opportunity! “It did seem so on 
the surface, everybody had to buy from me. 
What wouldn't any storekeeper give for such 
a setup!” 

“I thought about it all night,’’ he continued. 

“In the morning I had made my decision. It 
‘was the turning point in my career as a mer- 
chant. I went to the superintendent and told 
him I would take over the store-—on one 
condition only, that he change the rule and 
let the workers buy wherever they wanted to. 
He was astonished, but I insisted, and he 
agreed. One season proved that I was right. 
I did more business with goodwill to help me 
than the company store had ever done with the 
help of monopoly. Today, I have more than 
25 stores; the goodwill of a community is still 
my chief concern.” 
- Something to think about, even as it applies 
to religion. People go to church, as they go 
elsewhere, because they want to go; they still 
do a better job in any field with the help of 
goodwill, than compulsion, or monopoly. 


as as 
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Life Today 


Angelo Patri, famous child psychologist, says 
that parents must prepare their children for 
life as it is today, by teaching them the mean- 
ing of the things in which they take part, before 
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sending them out into the world, or they must 
keep them home until they are mature. ; 

“Parents allow their children to take part” 
in everything that goes on; they air their” 
opinions freely, and are listened to; they look” 
upon all people as friends, and behave ac-_ 
cordingly.” 

“Girls want evening dresses and attend” 
formal parties at 13 and 14,” he continues,” 
“and parents say, that’s the way things are” 
today.” } 
“What we must do is speed up the children’s — 
education and training so they will not go out 
to share life with the rest of the community ~ 
in half-baked condition and be hurt by their” 
own ignorance.” ; 

“If we are to send our boys and girls out 
as adults at the tender age of 13 and 14, we 
should begin their training for such experiences” 
as night dances, late movies—mostly concerned ~ 
with exaggerations of sex, conduct, wealth and” 
nonsense of gross and cheap order—at an early” 
age; or, we should keep them home and let™ 
them live the lives of healthy, normal children” 
while their childhood lasts. That might be a 
good idea, even for this speeding day.” ) 

, 


— 
_ 


; 


Conversions, the Result of Preaching ‘ 


Halford E. Luccock is quoted in Zion’s Her-~ 
ald as follows: ; 

Someone told me once that if I took more” 
texts from the Bible and fewer from The New 
Yorker there might be more conversions under” 
my preaching. I think the point is well taken.” 
If, in spite of a contrite determination to mend 
my ways, I here take another text from The 
New Yorker, I submit that that nontheological — 
journal occasionally grazes a bit closely to the 
New Testament. 

There is the story, for instance, by H. G@ 
Wells entitled “Answer to Prayer.” It has” 
more than a faint apostolic flavor. It is a story” 
about an archbishop, but it is worthy thought- ~ 
ful pondering by many who are not archbishops 
or even curates; by all, in fact, who go habit- 
ually through the forms of prayer. The arch- 
bishop had felt himself slipping; his old as-— 
surance and confidence were gone. Life was 
awry. Remembering the advice he had so 
frequently given, in a rich, kind voice, to 
many women in difficulties, ‘Try prayer, my 
dear, try prayer,” he thought of the words 
“Physician, heal thyself.” Why not try prayer 
himself. 

It was not that he had given up prayer. He 
was very regular both in public and in private 
reading of the prayer book, but in this par- 
ticular need, “he wanted something more 
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lefinite.’ So he knelt in his little private 
ratory “touched with a sort of childish trust- 
ulness in his own attitude.’ ‘“O God,’ he 
egan, and paused. 

He paused, and a sense of awful imminence, 
| Monstrous awe gripped him. And then he 
veard a voice. It was not a harsh voice, but 
| Clear strong voice. There was nothing about 
t still or small. It was neither friendly nor 
10stile; it was brisk. 

“Yes,” said the voice. ‘What is it?” 

- They found his Grace in the morning. He 
vad slipped ‘off the steps on which he had been 
cneeling and lay sprawled on the crimson car- 
et. Plainly his death had been instantaneous. 
But instead of the serenity, the almost fatuous 
erenity, that was his habitual expression, his 
‘countenance, by some strange freak of nature, 
lisplayed an extremity of terror and dismay. 

_ This is not a story about an archbishop. It 
sa story about me. Possibly about you. It is 
ibout all prayers that do not passionately expect 
in answer. It is about all prayers that may be 
eautiful, high-minded, in perfect taste, but are 
sent out with no burning expectation. ‘He 
hat cometh unto God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that dili- 
vently seek after Him.” 

If we heard a voice saying, “Yes, what is 
it?’’ would it be such an unexpected shock 
hat it would bring “‘terror and dismay”’ ? 


cs 
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Life or Death Within Us 


During the Christmas holiday season, 1945, Drew 
Pearson, the columnist, wrote a series of articles in 
which he pleaded for an emergence of Christian 
idealism in the international order. He boldly pro- 
‘laimed himself a member of the Religious Society 
of Friends, and as such urged the case as a Church- 
man. -On January 2 the San Diego (Calif.) Daily 
Journal published the following editorial which is, 
in our Opinion, so pertinent and so discerning that 
we reprint it with due appreciation and acknowledg- 
ments: 

With Drew Pearson’s suggestion that we Chris- 
ianize the international order as a means of securing 
peace, we wholly agree. 

The question is: How to do it? A Christian inter- 
qational society can only be made up of Christian 
vations. Christian nations, in turn, can only be made 
up of Christian families, for the family is the basic 
social unit. And Christian families exist only where 
there are Christian fathers and mothers transmitting 
heir faith to their children. 

We have not even the basic ingredients in Ametica. 
For it is doubtful if the majority of our fathers and 
nothers are Christian in any real sense. The de- 
lining rate of Sunday-school attendance and family 
worship would indicate the contrary. The scandalous 
\bandonment of the Christian ideal of monogamous 
marriage for the successive polygamy made possible 
sy divorce would indicate the contrary also. _ And 
ikewise the declining material support of religion. 

Americans are notoriously stingy in religious con- 
tributions. Most of them are two-bit givers when 
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THE WORLD’S 
GREAT SCRIPTURES 


Edited by Lewis Browne. An anthology of 
the world’s holy literature by one of the most 
widely-read authorities in the field of com- 
parative religion. It contains excerpts from 
more than ninety of the noblest texts in the 
sacred canons of mankind. Each is provided 
with a preface, giving historical background, 
spiritual import, and its broad cultural 
significance. $5.00 


THE STORY 
OF THE FAITH 


By William Alva Gifford. A vivid and read- 
able history of Christianity. The characters 
become alive, its institutions are set in their 
contemporary scene, and Christian theology is 
stated in the simplest terms and related to its 
sources in history and experience. ‘Deserves 
to rate as the best general church history in 
one volume.’’-—The Christian Century. $5.00 


THE SECOND 
CHRISTMAS 


By John Haynes Holmes. Three delightful 
Christmas stories, which make Mary and her 
Child, the wise men, and the star over the inn 
stable live again with new reality. $1.25 


THE COMING 
GREAT CHURCH 


By Theodore O. Wedel. Believing that eccle- 
siastical isolationism, like that of nations, is 
doomed, Canon Wedel re-examines the 
Church as a corporate, historical, and social 
fact, and seeks a doctrine of the Church 
leading to a united Christian fellowship. 

$2.00 


At Your Bookstore 


MACMILLAN 


60 FIFTH AVE., N.Y. 11 
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they go to church, and they don't go often. Until 
we pay more than an occasional two-bits we can- 
not expect much deliverance through religion. ; 

The greatest obstacle to real religion, however, 1s 
the idea that we can have religious ethics without 
personal religious conviction, manifested in the daily 
practice of religion, including church attendance, 
church membership, and acceptance of the disciplines 
and responsibilities of our faith. 

This is contrary to most thinking on the subject. 
The idea is widely prevalent that we can pluck off 
the ethics of Christianity while ignoring the tree. 
We gabble a lot about the Golden Rule but it is 
mainly hypocritical pose. It has no reality or depth 
because the convictions that give it life are dead 
within us. 

Christ himself demonstrated long ages ago that 
works bloom out of faith and not the reverse. 
Before He undertook to lead men to goodness, He 
first made Himself good in prayer, meditation, self- 
discipline, and intense conviction about the reality 
of God. That is the hard way. But it is the only 
way there is. We are not likely to succeed in 
selling it abroad until we try it-at home.—Christian 


BOOKS 


THE STORY OF THE FAITH 
By William Alva Gifford. Macmillan. 622 pp. $5.00. 


Spiritual ignorance, even in our enlightened country, 
is widespread and it constitutes one of our root 
problems. Christianity, with its message of God’s for- 
giving love in Christ, alone can save our world, but 
multitudes know almost nothing about it. They are 
unacquainted with the contents of the Bible, have no 
conception of the history of Christian thought, and 
have only vague and often wrong ideas of what it is 
for which the Church stands. 

The terrible events of our generation have convinced 
many that we have made some grave mistakes. have 
ignored vital truth. and have missed the way. Hosts 
of people, aware of their plight, are looking wistfully 
to religion, hoping to find in it the answer to their 
need, but not knowing enough about it to use the 
help it offers. The demand for Christian teaching 
and work at home and abroad is vast. 

A volume which admirably meets this situation has 
just been published by The Macmillan Company. It is 
entitled The Story of the Faith, and was written by 
William Alva Gifford, professor of Church History and 
of the History of Religions in the United Theological 
College, Montreal, and in the Co-operating Theological 
Colleges affiliated with McGill University. The author 
was eminently qualified for his undertaking, and a 
glance at the authorities he studied impresses one with 
the diligence and thoroughness of his preparation. He 
is familiar with the best works of the world’s out- 
standing scholars and has made the results of his 
labors available in a clear and very interesting way. 
His book provides excellent instruction on the mean- 
ing, the development and the power of our faith. 
Ministers and other teachers who desire a text-book 
for use in classes and discussion groups for adults 
and young people will find here a very scholarly and 
readable guide. 

There are twenty-six chapters in which the story 
of the faith is traced from its early beginnings among 
the ancient Hebrews, to its repudiation by various 
modern systems. The influence of polities, criticism, 
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science and philosophy on the development of our re 
ligion is indicated, and the important works 
movements which have affected our faith are no 
A class meeting once a week could discuss two ch 
ters at a session and so cover the volume in 
months. The chapters lend themselves naturally 
such a division; for example, the first is entitled, * 
Ancient Hebrews and Their Faith,” and the secon 
“The Jews and Judaism.” The next two are “J 

of Nazareth” and “The Infancy of the Christian” 
Church.” Then follow “The Church Leaves Home” 
and “The Church Comes to Terms With the World.” 
Other pairs are “Germans Revolt Against Mothes 
Church” and “The Revolt Spreads to Other Lands”; 
“The Aftermath of Religious Revolution: Europe” and 
“The Aftermath of Religious Revolution: Grea 
Britain”; “Background of Religious Change: Hum 
and Voltaire, Rousseau and Kant,” and “Background 
of Religious Change: The Industrial Revolution; The 
French Revolution.” 2 

Many books are second-rate, but here is a volume 
which will not waste the reader’s time. It deals wi 
truth which concerns us most and does so in an a 
thoritative way. Those who are indifferent to 
tianity and those who are critical of it, as well 
those who are deeply interested, will find this 
cussion enlightening and helpful. In addition to 
main text, there are five informative appendi 
eighteen maps, and a full index. 

When one considers how little the average perso! 
knows about the making of the Bible, the beginni : 
of the Church, Marcion and his work, the Council of 
Nicaea, Tertullian, the Catholic mind, the story o 
Luther, the accomplishment of Calvin, the establish- 
ment of Protestantism in Britain and the many con- 
tributions from various sources made to the Christi 
movement, one appreciates the value of this book. 

Some conservatives will not agree with all 
author's interpretations. Nevertheless, let them read 
and study, and if they are convinced that they 
right and the author mistaken, let them formula 
their reasons for the faith they hold. There will 
ample opportunity for instruction and for illuminati 
and enriching discussion. 

The author closes his preface by saying, “Organi 
Christianity greatly needs its Lord, that it may li 
again among elemental things. ‘Even so: come, Lor 
Jesus’. And in the last paragraph of the book, 
uses these words: “The churches are indispensable. 
They are fellowships in pursuit of the ideal, in 
name of Christ. . . . They tend to elevate the ton 
of society, are the custodians of the decencies. The 
solemnize birth and marriage and death, things 
greatly need to be solemnized, against the horrible 
cheapening of life. They are worth what they 
and are often priceless.’"—Teunis E. Gouwens. 


’ 
2 | 
GREAT CHRISTIAN BOOKS ' 
By Hugh Martin. Westminster Press. 118 pp. $1.50. — 


After an introductory chapter on The Power of the ; 
Book, the author presents a clear and inspiring study 
of seven Great Christian Books, each of which holds a_ 
significant place in the heritage of the believer. These 
books are:—The Confessions of St. Augustine, The — 
Letters of Samuel Rutherford, The Practice of the 
Presence of God by Brother Lawrence, Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress by John Bunyan, A Serious Call by William Law, | 
An Enquiry by William Carey and The Ring and the | 
Book by Robert Browning. In each study Dr, Martin © 
gives a concise but clear statement of the content of 
the book, a character picture of the author, an ex- 
planation of why the book was written, and the way 
the book shows the call of God to the author, and the — 
response made by the writer. The book will acquaint — 
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the reader with the contents of seven great Christian 
books which he may never have read, but about which 
he has a hazy and inadequate idea. It will be a 
valuable study of the lives of these outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders to whom the entire Christian world is 
deeply indebted. It will show the Christian leader 
how to use great literature of the past as a vehicle 
with which to present eternal truth. The author is a 
Baptist minister in Scotland, who is now Chairman of 
the Committee on Administration of the British Coun- 
cil of Churches.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


THE RE-DISCOVERY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By H. H. Rowley. The Westminster Press. 314 pp. 
$3.00. 


For many years, Old Testament scholars have given 
their attention to the characteristics of the world in 
which Israel came into being, and to the rise and 
development of her literature and her religious ideas. 
The results of this study are not now cast aside, but 
in the light of all this work, a deeper interest in the 
vital message of the Old Testament is manifest. Dr. 
Rowley accepts the foundations laid by earlier scholar- 
ship and seeks, in this book, to interpret the edifice 
of thought contained in the Old Testament. He dis- 
cusses the abiding value of the Old Testament, the 
light shed on its writings by literary criticism and 
archaeology, the development of Monotheism, the mean- 
ing of prophecy, and the story of man’s search for 
God and God’s self-revelation. 

The last two chapters entitled, ‘‘The Goal of His- 
tory” and “The Fulfillment of the Old Testament in 
the New” are particularly helpful to a proper under- 
standing of the Bible. Dr. Rowley, born in England, 
educated at Oxford and other schools, eight years a 
missionary in China, and later College Professor of 
Old Testament and Semitic languages, is thoroughly 
familiar with the best literature on his subject, and 
he has produced a book which is scholarly, genuinely 
religious in spirit, and written so clearly and interest- 
ingly that the average reader can both understand 
and enjoy it. To those who wish to know the mean- 
ing and value of the Old Testament, this book is 
recommended.—Teunis E. Gouwens. 


THE GOD WE WORSHIP 
By Roger Hazelton. The Macmillan Company. 160 pp. 
$2.00. 

This little book brings to the reader a fresh ap- 
proach to the fundamental issues of the Christian 
faith, In seven thoughtful chapters the author dis- 
cusses the “idea”? of worship, analyzing this basic func- 
tion of the Church into its elements, its technique, its 
foundations in faith and doctrine, and its purpose in 
fellowship. 

Professor Hazelton has rendered a great service 
both to laymen and to preachers in leading them to 
vital re-discoveries regarding the kind of worship Ged 
desires of us and the kind of God we wish to wor- 
ship. His thesis, that the kind of worship we render 
to God depends on our understanding of God and our 
knowledge of God through Jesus Christ, is well sub- 
stantiated. 

The various chapters dealing with God, The Holi- 
ness of God, God and the Good, Is God Almighty? 
and The Christ of Worship, have the merit of sug- 
gestive insight and stimulating analysis. They are not 
“heavy” nor profoundly theological, hence will appeal 
to. most readers who are not accustomed to_hair- 
splitting in the realm of abstractions. 

There is a deeply devotional spirit undergirding this 
book which in itself is priceless. The ample store of 
illustrations and quotations makes the presentation of 
this important phase of Christian fellowship dynamic 
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FOSDICK 


closes his active ministry 
with a great book 
of sermons 


ON BEING 
FIT TO 
LIVE WITH 


Now Minister Emeritus of Riverside 
Church and the NBC National Vespers 
hour, Dr. Fosdick gives us in this new 
book some of the finest and most help- 
ful sermons of his long career. As 
always, they illustrate a mature, prac- 
tical, and triumphant religion. 


At all bookstores © $2.00 
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HERALDS 
GOD 


A Practical Book on Preaching 


by James S. Stewart 


Author of The Strong Name, 
The Gates of New Life 


Dr. Stewart—''Stewart of Morningside’ as he 
is known throughout his native Scotland—here 
adds to his successful collections of sermons a 


book ABOUT preaching. 


In its pages he offers practical advice, simply 
and directly, to preachers, tells what results to 
aim for and what to avoid if preaching is to be 
effective. There is originality in handling old 
themes and a ring of conviction that carries 
home each point. These pages are filled with 
interesting anecdotes, illustrations, and literary 
allusions that bear repeating. 


$2.50 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
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A free full-size drawing of 
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Send for illustrated cata- 
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and worthwhile. A great deal of straight nk 
has gone into these pages, but it is thinking with the | 
heart as much as with the mind, and the reader will . 
be instructed to the profit and enrichment of his soul. | 
—John W. McKelvey. . 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
By Ernest Trice Thompson. John Knox Press, 
$1.75. 

The Sermon on the Mount is one of the most diffi: 
cult teachings to make real and practical to our con- 
temporaries. That this book does just that, is in 
itself, a high recommendation. It manages to keep 
clear of sheer sentimentality on the one hand, and a 
fuzziness on the other. Any Christian lay- 
man is certain to find much help in this intettigent™ 
discussion of what Jesus meant when He spoke so pro- 
foundly of the meanings of His kingdom. 

If one is looking for a study group outline, this is 
it. The leader of a group desiring to study the Ser 
mon on the Mount, could hardly do better than to 
follow Dr. Thompson's outline. Any preacher will find 
help in building a series of sermons on the Beatitudes, 
for example. For there is enough given to start one’s 
own mind working, but not enough material to exhaust 
the reader. In the judgment of this reviewer, here 
is a most helpful book dealing with a most important 
subject —Gerald Kennedy. 
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WE HAVE THIS MINISTRY 

Edited by John Oliver Nelson. 

A YOUNG MAN’S VIEW OF THE MINISTRY 

By S. M. Shoemaker. 

CHURCH VOCATIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
Edited by John Oliver Nelson. 

A message in photographs. Paper bound, each 50 cents. 
Association Press. 

Contributions by John Oliver Nelson, Eugene Smathers, 
Herrick B. Young, Evein C. Harner, Kenneth D. Miller, 
Helen Turnbull, George F. Thomas, Edward G. Carroll, 
Seward Hiltner, Roswell P. Barnes, and Elmore McKee. 

These books are published by the Commission on the 
Ministry of the Federal Council of Churches. They set 
forth clearly the call to Christian vocations. The pur- 
pose is three-fold: first, to present to young people 
the challenge of the Christian ministry in general; 
second, to make clear the varied types of work in- 
volved, and the human abilities needed to accomplish 
them; and, third, to present the work of the ministry 
from the background of leaders in the respective fields. 
Thousands of young men and young women are ask- 
ing questions about their life work. The ministry is 
often in a quandary as to how he can best present 
the eall to definite Christian work. These three books 
placed in the hand of any young man or young woman 
will help immensely in this task. Dr. Nelson, on be- 
half of the Commission on the Ministry, has done @ 
fine piece of work in making these books available—W. 
Franklin Harkey. 


TOWARD A UNITED CHURCH 
By William Adams Charles 
264 pp. $2.50. 

Out of his personal association with the leading per- 
sonalities who were instrumental in guiding the rise 
of the modern Eccumenical Movement, Dr. William 
Adams Brown collected and gave vital significance to 
the records of the various World Conferences of the 
past half century. This has been combined in a single 
volume which is readable and informative. Upon the 
preparation of this material Dr. Brown was working 
when death stilled his hand. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, in a well-wrought epilogue completed the 


Brown. Scribner’s Sons. 
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work. In Addendas I to XI are included the Con- 
stitution of The Federal Council; Resolutions on the 
organization of the Continuation Committee of the 
World Missionary Conference, Edinburg, 1910; Affirm- 
ation of Unity, adopted at Edinburgh in 1937; Consti- 
tution of The World Council of Churches; Membership 
of World Council of Churches (In Process of Forma- 
tion) and an excellent Eccumenical Bibliography. In 
brief space this book covers a record of remarkable 
contemporary Church history. 

The younger generation which wishes to be informed 
on the background of the ecclesiastical movements of 
our time will find this volume of inestimable value. 
It supplies the essential facts which would be required 
by the reading of a considerable number of other 
books. Such was Dr. Brown’s purpose in writing this 
book.—Frederick W. Burnham. 


THE RELIGION OF THE LORD’S PRAYER 
By John F. Scott. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 124 pp. $1.00. 

Dr. Scott has for ten years been the pastor of All 
Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena, Calif. This is his 
first published work. But it is a veritable jewel. 
Small in size and attractively printed, this little book 
-will be read again and again. Dr. Scott believed the 
Lord’s Prayer contains the heart of Jesus’ religion. 
With humble faith he studied it with that idea in 
mind. Then he took each petition and extracted the 
religious faith which dwelt in Jesus’ heart. 

Dr. Scott brings the whole matter down into man’s 
every-day life. It is a vital religion which empowers 
the soul of man to live as Jesus did. But why waste 
words on it. Get this book by all means and be 
thrilled and inspired by it. It is not a book you are 
going to read and put away; it is a book which will 
be worn out with constant use——W. R. Siegart. 


FAITH THROUGH REASON 
By Charles and Bertie G. Schwartz. 
189 pp. $2.00. 

To the Gentile reader this volume will bring a wealth 
of understanding concerning Judaism, its principles, its 
practices and its purposes. It will also help the reader 
to a better interpretation of much of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. Chapter XXI on Jews and Christians 
—Relationships needs to be heeded and applied by 
both groups. The authors have written in a_ beauti- 
fully irenic spirit which will contribute’ much to the 
spread of unity and good-will. This is a good book 
to put into the hands of thoughtful High School pu- 
pils as well as adults.—Frederick W. Burnham. 


The Macmillan Co. 


A CHRISTMAS SECRET 
By William Allen Knight. W. A. Wilde Co. 69 pp. 75c. 

When around a little fire, while coffee was brewing, 
with Mt. Garazim not so far away, Maloof begins a 
tale concerning an important journey from Nazareth to 
Jerusalem. Interest is quickened until a moving, 
dramatic, and astounding finale is reached in the 
Christmas secret of Bethlehem. 

Maloof is a dragoman, but the sort of person with 
strong character who stands out in any company. 
Action is added to the story by the Arabic pantomime 
of the cook. A little shepherd boy, acting as guide, 
heightens the story. 

In the village of Jesus’ birth, in a cave-house with 
manger, with a beautiful mother and child, the climax 
of Maloof’s story is revealed. But you must read this 


little book. 
It is a beautiful and appealing story for Christmas 


especially, but for all the year, nevertheless. It is 
different. It is well written. has emotional and 
dramatic appeal, and the material is handled wth 


skill by the author. You will never spend seventy-five 
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cents with greater benefit than in buying this book. 
I venture that you will not put it down, once you have 
begun to read it, until you have finished it. And you 
will read it more than once. 

Here is a story that moves the soul and brings one 
closer to the Babe of Bethlehem and the love and 
kindness which He brought into the world.—W. R. 


Siegart. 


WHEREON TO STAND 
By John Gilland Brunini, Harper & Bros. $3.00. 

A Mormon student writing his Ph.D. thesis in the 
field of Mormon history, was asked by the professor 
if he thought he was able to give an objective view- 
point. His reply was that he thought he could if the 
professor was able to judge it objectively. The revel- 
ance of that incident comes to me as I try to speak 
of this book. 

Here are interpretations, which to me as a Protestant 
are twisted, and yet I have no doubt that a Catholic 
would find the same bias in my interpretations. I 
would have to object to the statement that Protestant 
churches only go back to the time of their founders 
while the Catholic church goes back to the time of 
Christ. To the extent that Protestantism was a refor- 
mation and a return to New Testament emphasis, it 
is older than Catholicism. This is not the place for 
controversy, but I could not let this go unchallenged. 
But leaving aside these things, I would say that this 
book gives some very enlightening facts concerning the 
Catholic belief and practice. 

I think the chief adverse criticism of the book is 
~ that it is neither a scholarly treatise nor a popular 
presentation. I cannot imagine the ordinary layman 
wading through it with any pleasure. The theologian, 
on the other hand, is troubled by the casual treat- 
ment of profound problems. 

I liked the willingness of Mr. Brunini to state 
clearly what the Catholic position was on certain con- 
troversial questions. The index will make the yolume 
useful for any person who may be asked from time 
to time what Catholicism believes about certain sub- 
jects —Gerald Kennedy. 


THE MAKING OF A PREACHER 
By W. M. Macgregor. The Westminster Press. 
This is a small book which can be read in little 
more than an hour, but it represents an experience 
that will last a lifetime. We do not measure books 
by size and sometimes, as in “The Making of a 
Preacher,” it is a small book that is the important 
one. 


$1.00. 
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The late Dr. William Malcolm Macgregor, one of the 
fine preachers of Scotland and a real scholar, gave 
these lectures in 1944. They are not so much the 
study of the technique of preaching as the discussion 
of the spiritual and human experiences which are 
necessary to the preacher. Dr. Macgregor speaks out 
of his own experience and gives a great number of 
little illustrations that light up an idea with brilli- 
ance, To one reader, at least, the book was sheer 
joy and inspiration. 

Not the least of the valuable chapters in this book, 
is the appreciation of Dr. Macgregor written by A. J. 
Gossip. The biographical introduction fits so well into 
the spirit of the lectures that one feels as if the two 
things belong together and each strengthens the other. 
Certainly, “The Making of a Preacher’ is one of the 
high peaks in the range of homiletic books I have 
read during the past few years.—Gerald Kennedy. 


SUCCESSFUL LETTERS FOR CHURCHES 
By Stewart Harral. Abingdon Cokesbury. 
$2.00. 

A man once asked a dentist how he should brush his 
teeth. ‘“‘Thoughtfully,” was the reply. A letter should 
be planned if it is to be profitable. The first few 
words must be attention-compelling or your reader 
“walks out’ on you. One chapter in this book de 
signed to help pastors write letters that are good-will 
ambassadors, tells how to make the first contact count. 
Then you must keep the ball rolling. How to lure 
the reader of your message on to the final paragraph 
is the problem the author helps to solve in Chapter 3. 
One way is to make the letter look good. If you 
want the reader to say “yes” to what you have writ 
ten, the last lines of the letter must be strong and 
clear-cut. Chapters 4 and 5 tell how to get a “yes” 
response. 

“Increasing Stewardship by Mail,” “‘Courtesy Letters 
Always Pay,” “Cordial Contacts With Youth,” “‘Pour= 
ing Oil on Troubled Waters,” “Building Loyalty by 
Letter,” “Capitalizing on Civic Contacts’—these chap- 
ters illustrated by actual letters point the way to a 
more successful ministry. 

Churehmen, especially young ministers, should wel 
come this manual written by a professor of journalism 
who was once a newspaperman and a_ pastor.—Paul 
R. Kirts. 


247 pp. 
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“I am writing to find out about The Ministers 
Annual. ...I1 might seem anxious about it, and t@ 
be frank, I am, for I don’t know of any book I have 
that I find more real material for my work, than im 
The Minister's Annual.”’—Rev. A. K., Michigan. 
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EMBLEMS IN THE GOSPELS 


by L. B. BUCHHEIMER 
STIMULATING GOSPEL MESSAGES 


_This volume of 20 sermons presents its message for present day 
Christians through the use of a number of the many striking and beautiful 
metaphors found in the Gospels. The author makes a present day applica- 
tion through the medium of some of the more outstanding emblems used 
by Jesus in presenting His message to His hearers. Through the use of 
simple and common-place objects and pictures the author illustrates the 
love, the character, and the work of Jesus Christ in a most able manner. 


At Your Book Store 
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$2.00 
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I. Our Textbook 
Organ: Pleyel’s Hymn—Bzrnap. 
Invocation: “God be merciful unto us and 
cause his face to shine upon us.” 
Hymn: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.” 
Psalm: 40, responsively. 
Hymn: “Brief Life Is Here Our Portion.” 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21; 3:55-12. 
Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honour.” 


Meditation: “By what Name, or by what power, 
have ye done this?” “ ... By the name of Jesus 
Christ, whom ye crucified . . . this is the stone... 
which is become the head of the corner.” 

All endeavor in our daily lives requires preparation, 
thought, and plans. This is true of family life, 
community, school, church, political, business, sports, 
entertainment,—everything from birth to burial. If 
this is true of the simple routine of living our physi- 
cal lives, how greatly it is true of our spiritual lives, 
which are after all so much more important. We 
plan the details of living on this earth for a short 
span; yet, many of us think we can make a success 
of our spiritual lives, which last throughout all 
time, without planning. It can’t be done in any 
sphere. 

God gave a book of rules for preparing for life 
eternal to the ancient peoples; God added a new set 
of rules some nineteen and a half centuries ago, 
by. sending Jesus to live among men, to teach the 
rules to those who would listen to Him. Jesus 
explained the rules as he went on doing things 
among men, and for men. God knew that the 
rules would have to be explained, they had to be 
raught not only by stories, but by doing them. 
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Jesus fed the hungry; Jesus healed the sick; Jesus 
told men how to pray; Jesus told men what God is 
like; Jesus taught men about forgiveness; Jesus 
pointed out what sin is, and what it does to us. 

All these things are written down for us, in many 
forms, but chiefly we call it The Bible. Of course, 
we have many opportunities to hear these rules 
explained in sermons, but we should not depend 
upon anyone else to teach us the rules; we have the 
book, so we can read it, and do what it says. 

If a book of rules were published on “How to 
become rich in 30 easy lessons’ there would be 
such tremendous sale for the book that the paper 
and printing industry could not keep up with the 
demand. Here we have a book of rules, telling us 
of the greatest riches available to man, Eternal Life, 
and we spend our time doing most anything but 
study this book. You all know the story of Mary 
and Martha; Mary thought that the most important 
thing in life for her to do was to listen to Jesus; 
Martha didn’t; she chided Mary, and asked Jesus to 
tell her to do the housework, help Martha get the 
meals. What did Jesus say to Martha? He said, 
“Mary hath chosen the better part!’ How long is 
it going to take us to learn that the most important 
thing in life for us, is to learn how we can attain 
life everlasting for ourselves? We have the textbook 
in our hands; when will we begin to study it? 


Hymn: “Come, Ye Disconsolate.” 

Reading of favorite text by members, either 
by assignment, or invitation to the membership. 

Hymn: “Saviour, Teach Me, Day by Day.” 

Prayer and Benediction. 

Organ: “Te Deum”—Claussman. 
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II. Building Fortunes 


Organ: “Bells Over Jordan” —Hamblem. 

Invocation: “Draw nigh unto God, and He 
will draw night unto you. Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you 
up. Acquaint yourselves with God, and be at 


eace.”” 
Hymn: “The Prince of Peace, His Banner 


Spreads.” 
Psalm: 18, responsively. : 
Hymn: “O Master, Let me Walk With 


Thee.” 
Scripture: Pslam 16:5-11. I Tim. 4:448 
Hymn: “Just as I am, without one Plea.” 


Meditation: “Godliness is profitable unto all 
things.” Workers in every field of human endeavor 
are anxious to get going on a program of normal 
living again; thousands of families want homes of 
their own; thousands of builders want to build them; 
mills and merchants want to sell the things needed by 
builders; thousands want to attend places of learn 
ing; thousands are ready to teach; the world of men 
wants peace, a chance to earn a living, a chance t0 
raise a family in security and happiness—yet, here 
we are straining at what? Some blame the delay 
on political humbug; some blame former enemy coun 
tries; some blame former allies; some blame ownefs 
and administrators of business; some blame workers; 
few. of us realize that God rules this world, and that 
man’s part in making it a successful thing is to place 
our trust in God, and do what He outlines for us 
to do. 

What makes us. blame everyone, but ourselves? 
Fear, we know things aren’t as we want them, but 
it is easier, we think, to blame someone else, than 
to do something about it ourselves. Suppose we 
drop the last three letters of the word Fear, and we 
substitute “aith.’ Listening to too much silly talk 
has mixed us up, until we are surrounded by a cloud 
of fear; then, we see a ray of light from God, 
through His word, which reminds us that fear does 
not help us, it makes us weak and hesitant; Fash 
in the word of God, His love, His care, His guiding 
hand, makes us strong, courageous,—giants in His 
Name. ‘Godliness is profitable unto all things.” 
It does not matter what you wish to do, if it is 
God's will, and you trust in His love, you will build 
your plans into something far beyond your expecta- 
tions. Fortunes do not always consist of money; 
more often they consist of something entirely apart 
from money. There is no limit to what we can 
accomplish for good in this world, if we undertake 
it in God's Name. 

Hymn: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 


Read: Poem, by F. E. M. Irwin. 


Let go thy burden; let God undertake it. 
Let go thy planning, for He planneth best. 

Let go thy strength, or He in Love must break it. 
Let go thy life, and put God to the test. 


Let go the work that God entrusteth to thee; 
‘Tis His, not thine, and thou art but His tool; 

Let go thy self-will, and let go thine own way 
Of doing things, and make God's way thy rule. 


Let go that secret thing He claims so clearly, 
Let go thy fears and all thy trust in man. 
Let go that treasure thou dost prize so dearly— 

Thou canst not keep it safely, but God can. 
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t go thy little world and let God run it; 

He will make perfect what He hath begun; 

+t go all boasting—as if thou hadst done it— 
And let God crown thee when the fight is won. 


Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘‘Postlude in A’ —Parker. 
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(I. A New Assignment 


Organ: “Meditation” —Morrison. 
Invocation: “1 will take the cup of salvation, 
ad call upon the Name of the Lord; I will 
ay my vows unto the Lord, yea, in the pres- 
ace of all His people, in the courts of the 
ord’s house, in the midst of thee, O Jeru- 
alem, Praise ye the Lord.” 

Hymn: “O That the Lord would Guide my 
yays. 

Psalm: 119: 73-80; 105-112; 129-136. (Re- 
ponsively. ) 


Hymn: “Children of Light, Arise and 
hine.”’ 
Scripture: Psalm 124; Hebrews 11: 1-5; 
16. 


Hymn: “Ye Servants of the Lord.” 


Meditation: (Prov. 30:24-33) Men know that the 
ourse of individual lives, as well as the course of 
ations, hinges on very commonplace, little, incidents. 
4 baby cries; commonplace in most lives; yet the 
ty of a baby, Moses, changed the course of history 
or the present world of men. A family has a pet, 
nost families have; in England, a pet monkey came 
year strangling a small baby, the baby was saved, a 
yoy baby grew into manhood, serving the nation 
ind the world as Oliver Cromwell. We can recall 
sndless incidents of insignificant, commonplace natute, 
yaving developed into “corner stones” of mighty 
developments in course of time. So our decisions, 
1s individuals, on the eve of a new year by God's 
grace, may seem trivial, personal, just our own 
iffairs,—yet those decisions hitched onto the might 
of God’s will, may one day prove to be the corne:- 
stones upon which the race of men will build their 
hopes for continued existence as free men on this 
earth, and recognition of the means of Salvation 
through Jesus Christ. : 


Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 
Reader: 

“What makes a New Year new? 

Not resolutions lightly made, 

Or worthless dreams born but to fade; 
But faith in Christ instead of fate, 

More room for God and less for hate; 

The world receives its second birth 

When God through Christ controls the earth, 
This makes the New Year new!” 

—George W. Wiseman. 
Hymn: ‘Father, All Glorious ..... 
Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty.” 
Organ: ‘Marche Triumphale.” 
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Church Kitchens 


A thorough washing of church kitchen 
sinks, drain boards, food and dish shelves, 
kitchen tables, etc., with a hot solution of 
alum water, to drive away roaches, ants, and 
other insects, or discourage their coming, is 
suggested by a subscriber, after each use of 
the kitchen in the preparation of food. All 
food particles should be carefully removed, im 
order to leave the kitchen in useable and in 
viting condition for the next group. A notice, 
reminding those in charge of kitchen duties, 
that this precaution will facilitate smooth 
running parish house administration will do 
much to secure cooperation. In many instances, 
food particles as well as soiled dishes are left 
in the kitchen and dining room by careless 
groups, thus doubling up the work for the next 
group. Mostly, this is simple thoughtlessness, 
and should not be encouraged, since it doubles 
the duties of the “willing-workers” who may 
be less willing, when confronted with an army 
of ants or other insects, on entering the work- 
rooms. 
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Christmas Again 
(From page 555) 


Deeds speak for themselves and need no finger 
prints or identification cards. 

So, in the midst of uncertainty, about the 
present and the future, in a time when men 
conflict in opinion and convictions are missing 
in a hundred realms, when all is in a state of 
flux, Christmas does not fail. It comes again 
in the nick of time. As nations meet to dis- 
cuss Peace, whether in Paris, France, or at Lake 
Success, New York, they meet as we draw 
near to the Birthday of the Prince of Peace. 
On this day, this day alone, comes the design 
for Peace, the Pattern for Good Will. 
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Sufficient Unto Day 
(From page 557) 


Opiates of modernity, into a ptosis permitting 
only half-hearted and bewildered reaction to 
what we would read in our newspapers. 

A Hollywood philosophy and ethic, as alien 
to undiluted American life as garlic to attar, 
influences, taints, and scents our day, deny it 
though we may. That influence is gross. It is 
voluptuous. It is vulgar. It is vile in its inher- 
ent nature and procedure. It is Public Enemy 
No. 1, and was before Dillinger. 

Note in the Press the sadistic, the filthy, the 
criminal, the» faithless, the lecherous, from 
which it once turned in shame. A parade of 
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issions unleashed has become our daily front- 
age fare, since popularized and polished by 
nema. 

Listen to the increasing broadcasts, reeking 
f the moral ordure of Hollywood gangsterism, 
fidelity, glamorized crime, lust and perver- 
on, which make a radio in the home a daily 
wreat and menace to the clean, wholesome 
unity of our youth. Hollywood coffers fatten 
n flesh and flatulence. Why should not 
idios ? 

The cheap, putrescent news-stand publica- 
ons make -no bones about the direction of 
1eit appeal. It is well-turned obscenity, which 
hallenges the aspiration of parenthood for 
ientally and morally healthy sons and daugh- 
sts, and serves up a coprologic fare of Holly- 
yood offscourings. 

Seeking box office income with a singleness 
£ purpose which shames ours in other direc- 
ions, Hollywood knows little of shame, little 
f decency, little of purity of purpose. It will 
resent anything of filth, unabashed. It will 
folate any virtue, lionize the lascivious, em- 
ellish the bawd, and glamorize the Godless, 
or the insignificant price of a move ticket 
nd the not so insignificant price of parental 
jope to keep the way clean for its offspring. 

The organization of the former Hayes office 
ndicated nothing quite so specifically as recog- 
rized need for control over the output of plush- 
ipholstered vulgarity, with which Hollywood 
would furnish the spiritual living room of 
he nation, unless prevented. 

Scaled to intrigue even the most blasé, the 
urid and luring film makes the School, the 
Church and the Home as passe and obsolescent 
1s the Ten Commandments or Vespers, and it 
ires youthful imaginings as they never could. 
tt is hardly difficult to back-trail a Hierens to 
Hollywood. Plant putridity but don’t plan to 
sroduce purity from it. The surest way to 
yitiate a soul is first to vitiate a mind. 

There was a pre-auto, pre-radio, pre- juke 
box, pre-jive, pre-A bomb, and thank God pre- 
movie day, when Youth’s chief contest was with 
its own, inherent, adolescent vagaries, and 
sewage confined underground. The Press dared 
nly whisper of pollution elsewhere. The 
Hollywood influence has changed all that, and 
drags murder, and rape, and divorce, and per- 
version, and infidelity, and crime, out into the 
glare of its own spotlight, to which our eyes 
adjust without protest. 

We have built, as a Church, but flabby rein- 
Forcements for the spiritual battlements of 
youth. In step with the times, we administer a 
weekly spiritual aspirin, which dopes the symp- 
rom but ignores the source. 
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AMERICA PRAYS 
by Norman E, Nygaard 


Daily devotions for the 
entire year, not from the 


¥) 


ERIN NITION MIMI 


from men in pulpits 
large and small, all over 


the land. Skillfully com- 


) 


editor of other previous- 
ly oustanding devotional 


SKNKANNHWH HM 


ooks. 
Beautiful jacket and end paper illustrations. 
Ribbon marker. $2.25 


PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES FOR 
1947 
by Wilbur M. Smith 
The 73rd annual volume 
of this greatest of com- 
mentaries, and the 13th 
edition prepared by Dr. 
Smith, maintaining the 
high | standards of pre- 
ceding years. : $2.25 


- MEDITATIONS ON 
--' THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS 


by Herbert V. Prochnow 


A book universal in its 
message, meant for men 
and women of all ages, 
races and religions. 


$1.00 


posersmnennssnassensaneanesseassnessenssnensensensenssnent 


pen of one writer but 


piled by Dr. Nygaard,_ 


Ww. A. WILDE COMPANY 131 Clarendon Street Boston 16 
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Wilde’ S Religious Books for Fall 1946 


AND THEN I PRAY, 

GOODNIGHT 
A Child’s Story of the Bible 
Dorothy Tanner 
Henseler 

A story for each day of 

the year, written briefly 

so not’ to prove tiresome 
bedtime. II lustrated 

Sal twenty-nine repro- 

ductions of famous Bib- 


lical paintings. —~ $2.50 


- MIRACLES AND 
PARABLES 
Of The Bible 
IN CROSS-WORD 
PUZZLES 
Lucile Pettigrew 
Johnson 
Nelecions from the mir- 
acles and parables re- 
corded in the Bible have 
een chosen as a basis. 
for the 52 puzzles in this 
book. Diagrammed ans- 
wers in the back. $1.00 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
- BOOKS 
A CHRISTMAS 
SECRET 
William: Allen Knight 
Probably the most unu- 
sual and captivating story 
ever penned by the auth- 
or) L5G 
AS THE SHEPHERDS 
_ SAW IT 
William T. Ellis 
A dramatization of the 


Nativity narrative by one . 


of the Bethlehem shep- 
herds. bale 


+ 


ek ee tee AS a WWVBVURVVUVYRVVVVVAVygggy 


IN 
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OM 


Raat THE REVISED STANDARD. 
Le VERSION OF THE 


acs zi 


es new TeSTAMEnT | 


sts 
: $2 


he Lisriaus stories of Christines were origin written i in Greek 


Ee & 
Com © 
i 
first century, A.D. Earnest translators and scribes have pre- 
Vv ae these writings through the centuries and Bis 9 ma 


sy seas i 


ée this new version’ in beautiful clear English, freed 


words and phrases, in large clear type running : 


margin, is to experience a new, fresh j joy ir in 
; the ‘birth of ‘the Prince of Peace. 


